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 Our church’s year began Advent, Sunday, November 27th, the fourth Sunday before Christmas. Secular calendars vary annually,
so Advent Sunday falls between 11/27 & 12/3. The season is from 22-28 days, ending Christmas Eve.

 Observing Advent began in France in the 4th century to prepare for church membership before baptism on Epiphany. During
the 5th century, Advent varied from 3-7 weeks of preparation for membership or for Christmas. By the 6th century, the Romans
set the season to have four Sundays, & in the 11th century, Gregory VII decreed that Advent for the whole church would be four
Sundays. In the Middle Ages, penitence was added to the preparation emphasis. Today it’s a time of self-reflection, & preparation
by penitence, prayer, & patience.

 The word advent originates from two Latin words: ad (to or toward) & venire (to come), thus “to come toward.” The word
implies the joyful anticipation of Christ coming to our world. We celebrate three aspects of the “coming”: Christ in human form
—the incarnation, Christ in Word & Spirit, & Christ in glory at the end of the world.

 During Advent the church examines the events surrounding Jesus’ birth, to reflect on the revelation of Christ in Scripture, & to
look to his return. We prepare & hope for the entry of Christ into this world & the next. The liturgical color for Advent is purple,
symbolizing dignity & royalty but also the sorrow & penitence of Christ. The color blue symbolizing hope is also used.
 The Advent wreath signifies watchfulness & expectation as the Lord’s birth nears. The wreath has four outer candles, now
typically purple or blue and sometimes pink. The candles have names. The Hope candle proclaims the hope we have in Christ as
the fulfillment of God’s word to the Prophets; the Peace candle denotes the Prophet Isiah’s words calling the coming Messiah, the
Prince of Peace; the Love candle reminds us of John the Baptizer’s words to share what we have with others, treat each other
kindly and show God’s love because he cared for people and wanted them to repent and find God’s forgiveness; the Joy candle
symbolizing the Blessed Virgin Mary’s singing the Magnificat, “My soul magnifies the Lord…” upon hearing the angel Gabriel
telling her a special child would be born to her.

 A fifth candle in the wreath’s center is lit on Christmas Eve or Day. This white Christmas candle reminds us Christ is the light of
the world and even as a tiny, fragile, little baby we know that if we follow him we will never walk in darkness but will have the
true light of life. Lighting one more candle each week symbolizes the increasing amount of light spread to the world as Jesus’
coming approaches. The wreath is austere, and its circle represents eternity. It is evergreen (fir, spruce, balsam, or pine), & eternal
life through Christ; God’s gift to us.

See the list of worship services in this newsletter for the worship opportunities during December & January.

Grace & peace,
Fr Hal+
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 The seasons of Advent and Christmas, for many of us, is about anticipating the birth of Jesus and celebrating His arrival. For
some, it is about the pain that this season causes them through the way in which the constant refrain of family, gatherings,
parties, giving, affluence, and happiness, can rub salt in the wounds people are carrying.

 Our Second Annual Longest Night/Blue Christmas Evening Prayer Liturgy will be held at 6PM on Wednesday, December
21st, the longest night of the year.

 We pray it will be a time when we can, with each other, acknowledge the "blue" feelings we have during Advent and
Christmas, the reasons for them, and ask God to remove the burden they give us. This time has been called the "long dark
night of the soul" and "the winter of our discontent" in which memories of past experiences and the pain of present ones can
become overwhelming. For some, Christmastide is the most difficult of all the seasons. For others, it may be Christmas Eve,
or New Year’s Eve, or the beginning of another lonely New Year. In our liturgy, we will sing songs appropriate to the
season, recognizing that this is not a season of joy for everyone.

 We invite you to come and reflect on the pain, loneliness, and sadness you (or others) may feel and offer it to God for
healing and transformation. Remember God knows our pain and loves us unconditionally.

Grace and peace,
Fr Hal

Longest Night/Blue Christmas Prayer Liturgy—December 21st

       In case you still have COVID-19 brain fog let me remind you that the word Christmas comes from the old English phrase, Cristes
maesse, and is a festival celebrated on December 25th. It commemorates the Incarnation of the Word of God in the birth of Jesus Christ. In
the Book of Common Prayer it is also called The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

        In the Prayer Book, Christmas Day is one of the seven principal feasts. The Christmas season lasts 12 days, from Christmas Day until
January 5th, the day before the Epiphany. The season includes Christmas Day, the First Sunday after Christmas Day, the Holy Name of Our
Lord Jesus Christ, and may include the Second Sunday after Christmas Day.

        According to the Philocalian calendar, Christmas was first celebrated in Rome in the year 336. It gradually spread to the churches of the
east, which already had a festival on January 6th commemorating the manifestation of God in both the birth and baptism of Jesus. The date,
December 25, rests on no historical foundation. It was probably chosen to oppose the feast Natalis Solis Invicti, the birthday of the
"Unconquerable Sun God" (Saturn), which took place at the winter solstice to celebrate the birth of "the Sun of Righteousness."

        At St George’s we will be celebrating the birth of Jesus on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. See the list of Worship Events in this
newsletter for times.

Fr. Hal Weidman

[1] Slightly adapted from: Don S. Armentrout and Robert Boak Slocum, editors., from "An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church, A User Friendly
Reference for Episcopalians," (New York, NY, Church Publishing Incorporated, 1999), p. 92-93.

Christmas or Christ's Mass and the Christmas season:

Get ready for the Christmas pageant.
Anyone who wants to participate is
welcome. There is no practice, just
show up Christmas Eve and you will
be given a costume! More details to
come.

Christmas Pageant



The coming of the Magi[ii] is celebrated on the Feast of the Epiphany, January 6, in the Book of Common Prayer. The
Baptism of our Lord is celebrated on the First Sunday after the Epiphany. Christians chose this day to celebrate the
various manifestations or "epiphanies" of Jesus' divinity. These showings of his divinity included his birth, the coming of
the Magi, his baptism, and the Wedding at Cana where he miraculously changed water into wine. The day was called
"The Feast of Lights." Celebration of the Son of God replaced celebration of the sun. Baptisms were done and a season
of preparation was instituted. It was later called Advent.

        The solstice[iii] was kept on December 25 by the fourth century. Jesus' birth was celebrated on this day in both
eastern and western churches. The western church commemorated the coming of the Magi on January 6. The eastern
church continued to celebrate the Baptism of our Lord and the Wedding at Cana on January 6. In the east the day was
called "Theophany" or “manifestation of God.”

        The Epiphany season is of four to nine weeks, from the Feast of the Epiphany through the Tuesday before Ash
Wednesday. The length of the season varies according to the date of Easter. The gospel stories of this season describe
various events that manifest the divinity of Jesus.

We will celebrate the coming of the Magi on Friday, January 6th with a spoken Holy Communion liturgy at Noon.
 We will observe The Baptism of our Lord on the Sunday after Epiphany. The gospels for the other Sundays of the
Epiphany season describe the wedding at Cana, the calling of the disciples, and various miracles and teachings of Jesus.
The Last Sunday after the Epiphany is always devoted to the Transfiguration. Jesus' identity as the Son of God is
dramatically revealed in the Transfiguration gospel as well as the gospel of the baptism of Christ. We are called to
respond to Christ in faith through the showings of his divinity recorded in the gospels of the Epiphany season.-Fr Hal+
[1]

+ Fr. Hal

[i] Slightly adapted from: Don S. Armentrout and Robert Boak Slocum, editors., from "An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church, A
User-Friendly Reference for Episcopalians," (New York, NY, Church Publishing Incorporated, 1999), p. 170-171.
[ii] Magi, singular Magus, also called Wise Men, in Christian tradition, the noble pilgrims “from the East” who followed a
miraculous guiding star to Bethlehem, where they paid homage to the infant Jesus as king of the Jews (Matthew 2:1–12).—
Retrieved on December 1, 2022 from: https://www.britannica.com/topic/Magi.
Solstice, the time of the sun's passing a solstice which occurs about June 21 to begin summer in the northern hemisphere and about
December 21 to begin winter in the northern hemisphere.—Retrieved on December 1, 2022 from: https://www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/solstice.

2022 Second Place Company Team for Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
The St. Georgians team of 11 participants, including Fr. Hal’s Dog,
Lula, walked for the cause of Alzheimer’s on September 10. St. George’s
participants raised close to $1200, and the amount of money we raised
and the number of participants that walked earned us a “second-place
company team certificate/designation.”

A heartfelt thank you to all who walked and raised money for this
devastating disease.

Joanne Lassiter
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, Whom shall I send? And who will
go for us? 
And I said, Here am I. Send me! Isaiah 6:8

The Epiphany 
or, the manifestation of Christ to the peoples of the earth or

the Feast of Lights and the Epiphany season[i] 



After 11 months serving the congregation as your publisher, 10 of those remotely from St. Paul, I am stepping away from my
position here to continue expanding my connections with my local community beginning in January. I’m grateful for the
openness and kindness you all have shown me and will see you, I’m sure, as I visit Bismarck now and again to see my dad and
sing with Dakota Pro Musica. 

That being said, if you’d like to volunteer to take up the tasks of publisher, please reach out to the church office! My job
mostly entails creating the bulletin each week including updating the prayer list and rotating prayer information, as well as
putting together the newsletter each month. I email these to the congregation as well as other information like the calendar
or announcements as needed. While this might sound daunting, I have templates that I use each month and simply input the
new information. I’m not creating things from scratch every time! If you feel compelled to serve the congregation in this
way, I will create plenty of cheat sheets using the clearest language I can to ensure that you feel as confident as possible in the
position.

Alekz Thoms

For me, the highlight of the Annual Convention was the presence of Presiding Bishop Michael Curry. I had previously seen
and heard him give the sermon at the wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle, now the Duke and Duchess of Sussex.
But seeing Bishop Curry live and in person was something completely different from watching and listening to him on
television.He is an incredible preacher. He covered the subject of his sermon, the Gospel of Luke, with an engaging manner,
and made some excellent observations about Luke’s story.
He doesn’t just speak-- he puts his whole body, his whole being, into his sermon.His face is animated, he gestures, he moves
around, his voice rises and falls. He has your full attention as he speaks. You can’t help but focus on him. He speaks in a way
that makes his message engaging and understandable. You want him to keep going, keep talking, fill you with his spirit and
his love for his vocation as a Christian and as our Presiding Bishop. 

 I would love to see and hear him again, live, and hope to someday have that opportunity.

I also enjoyed seeing old acquaintances, and I had opportunities to make new acquaintances. I especially enjoyed talking with
a delegate who was a camper at Holiday House [the Diocesan Church Camp in Minnesota on Pelican Lake, now long gone],
when I was a counselor there in the ‘60s. I hadn’t seen her since then. That brought back a lot of good memories.

Tom Tudor

Some Reflections on the Diocesan Annual Convention

Leaving St. George’s/Volunteer Opportunity

Priests/Pastors Can:
+ Preach the gospel to encourage the work of the Holy
Spirit in people's lives.
+ Lead with love and encouragement no matter how
many people follow.
+ Thank those who give time, money, energy, and
other resources.
+ Understand that God is still working in all of us.
+ Take care of their own health (body, mind, heart, and
spirit) while caring for others.
+ Set a good example of faithful living even if very few
are paying attention.

Priests/Pastors Cannot:
+ Make anyone follow Jesus or grow in faith. That is the work
of the Holy Spirit.
+ Make people come to worship, serve, or give financially.
People set their own priorities.
+ Choose how someone is going to treat another person. Each
person is responsible for their own behaviors.
+ Magically revive the life of the church on their own. This is
only possible when the whole church works together to do it.
+ Decide how and when God is going to act in this world and
in the life of the church. That is up to God.
+ Defeat the powers of sin, death, and evil that are still working
in the world. Jesus already did that.

Grace and peace, Fr Hal                                                        [i] Borrowed from FaceBook so it must be true.

Things pastors/priests can and cannot do[i]



This Christian symbol can be viewed in the set of stained-glass windows in the north transept of St. George’s.
The following is a collection of myths about this symbol and its meaning for Christians.

The peacock symbol was adopted by Christians to represent immortality.  This came from an ancient legend that
the flesh of the peacock didn’t decay.  It is also associated with the resurrection of Christ. As the peacock grows, it
sheds its feathers every year and grows ever more brilliant replacements.  This is the reminder that in Christ, the
Resurrection is a more glorious new life in heaven for immortal souls in the state of grace.

If a peacock is seen drinking water from a vase in the depiction, it is viewed as Christians drinking the waters of
eternal life.

The peacock can be compared to a Christian because from the outside in a crowd of humans or birds, you would
not notice much difference between Christians and non-Christians, peacocks or other birds.It is not until the soul
of a grace-filled Christian is revealed that you see its splendor; it is not until a peacock spreads its span of feathers
that its beauty is undeniably magnificent.This is the hidden life of a Christian and of a peacock. Something
beautiful is within: The Holy Spirit, or the iridescent feathers of blue and green, respectively. In addition, the
“multitude of eyes” on a peacock’s fan tail symbolize the all-seeing God. 

For these reasons, peacock symbols were found frequently in Christian catacombs and churches, and featured
prominently on tombs, being a perfect symbol of eternal life and the immortality of the soul.
        
The peacock is a beautiful bird that has been admired by humans for centuries.  Its colorful feathers and proud
strut have captured our imaginations and given us pause to consider its symbolism.  In the Bible, the peacock is
often used as a symbol of beauty, pride, and resurrection. 

In addition, the peacock has long been considered a symbol of royalty and power. In ancient times, only kings
and those in high positions of authority were allowed to own these birds.  The peacock feathers were seen as a
sign of wealth and status.

The peacock spirit animal is one of the most magnificent creatures globally.  In almost every culture, the peacock
is seen as a symbol of beauty, royalty, and prosperity.  In the Bible, the peacock is mentioned in several passages. 
 For example, in the book of Ezekiel, the prophet describes a vision of a great chariot with wheels full of eyes.
Among the animals pulling the chariot are four living creatures, each with four wings and the body of a lion.
One of these creatures is described as having the face of an eagle and the tail of a peacock.  The peacock spirit
animal is also mentioned in the book of Revelation. In this passage, the bird is described as being in the midst of
the Garden of Eden.  

The peacock spirit animal is a powerful symbol of transformation and new beginnings.  If you have been feeling
lost or stuck in a rut, the peacock may be telling you that it is time to make a change. The bird is also a reminder
to stay true to yourself and follow your path.

Tom Tudor

The Christian Symbol of the Peacock



WORSHIP & EVENT
[Advent II through January]

 
December

·12/ 4—Advent 2
9:15-Choir
10-Holy Communion
[Las Posadas begins]
11-Coffee & Education

·12/11—Advent 3
RED Shirt Sunday
9:15-Choir
10-Holy Communion
11-Coffee & Education

·12/18—Advent 4
9:15-Choir
10-Holy Communion
11-Greening the Church,
Coffee & Education
2-Lessons & Carols

·12/21—Longest Night/Blue Christmas
6-Evening Prayer, Said

·12/24—CHRISTMAS EVE
5-Pagent/Family Holy Communion
Music-NO incense [Las Posadas ends]
9:30-Music
10- Holy Communion w/ Music,
Choir, Chanting & Incense

·12/25—CHRISTMAS DAY
10-Holy Communion, Said
No other events

 
January

 
·1/1—THE HOLY NAME OF OUR LORD

10-Holy Communion
11-No other events

 
·1/5—THE EPIPHANY

Noon-Holy Communion, Said
 

·1/8—Epiphany I—Baptism of Jesus
RED Shirt Sunday

9:15-Choir
10-Holy Communion

11-Coffee & Education
 

·1/15-Epiphany II
9:15-Choir

10-Holy Communion
11-Coffee & Education

 
·1/22—Epiphany III

9:15-Choir
10-Holy Communion

11-Meal & Annual Meeting
 

·1/29—Epiphany IV
9:15-Choir

10-Holy Communion
11-Coffee & Education

 

Find complete calendar below. 

Our diocese encompasses traditional tribal homelands of Dakota, Lakota, Nakota, Turtle Mountain Chippewa, Mandan,
Hidatsa, and Arikara people. We acknowledge and understand that this land was stewarded by the people who lived here for
thousands of years before the arrival of Europeans and express our appreciation for their continued faithful stewardship of this
land.

Land Acknowledgement





has been an important presence
in the Bismarck community
since 1880, and we continue to
meet the Living God in this
place today–through worship,
education, outreach, and most
of all, through the relationships
we have created with each
other. If you have any
questions or think we can help
you, please do not hesitate to
contact the church office, talk
to any of our parishioners or
stop in for coffee.

—Father Hal Weidman+

St. George's Church

 
 

 Street Address: 
601 N. 4th St.  Bismarck, ND 58501

 
Mailing Address:

 PO Box 1241 Bismarck, ND 58502
  
 

  Phone:   
(701) 223-1942 

 
 Email: 

stgeorges@stgeorges-bismarck.org
 

Website:
stgeorges-bismarck.org

 
 

YouTube:
 St. George’s Episcopal Memorial Church 

 
 Facebook: 

facebook.com/St.Georges.Episcopal.Bismarck 

The articles in the newsletter are provided by you! So please share! The deadline for January newsletter
articles is Sunday, December 18th. We look for articles, Op-Eds, events, stories, poems, photos - anything
you feel compelled to share with the St. George's congregation and community. Please be timely with your

submissions to ensure they're able to be included!
Please email your submissions to publisher@stgeorges-bismarck.org

 
**If your name is not in your email address, please sign your name at the end of your email. Also, tell me who
took the pictures we're using in your article! We want to make sure everyone is properly credited! **--Alekz

Submissions to the Next Newsletter!

Newsletter created by Alekz Thoms,  edited by Fr Hal


