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Additionally, I imagine the memory of the alterations
brought upon us by the pandemic, will be forever burned
into our minds. And those confusing events out-ofnowhere caused us even more anxiety. But, as Christians,
the pandemic gave us opportunities to worship [in person
and live-streamed] the Holy Trinity by experiencing
different liturgies and sharing our faith by helping others.
As we continue to appreciate the joy of the Easter season
[Eastertide] we might be inclined to think, “now what?”
Well, this year, Eastertide, is observed until Sunday, the
5th of June, the day of Pentecost [50 days after Jesus’
resurrection]. On St George’s calendar, there are events
which only happen in May.

Alekz Thoms

The May Calendar: What Do We
Do this Easter Season?
With the blizzard of Holy Week, the cancellation Good Friday
worship and moving our Easter Day observance to Orthodox
Easter, the 24th, we finally got to say “Alleluia! Christ is Risen!”
You may be thinking....now what?
First of all, if we’ve learned anything over the last two years of the
COVID-19 pandemic, it’s to be flexible and thankful for our
health and safety.
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On Sunday, the 8th, after worship [along with our
monthly meal and education for all ages], we’ll celebrate
Mother's Day. The Bismarck Band Parade begins at
6:30PM on Friday the 13th. We’re planning on sharing
our restrooms, coffee, water, and snacks with the parade
participants and onlookers. The next day, Bismarck is
holding many Founders’ Day events at the Event Center.
Knowing this, our Cleanup Day begins at 9AM.
There are many citywide events in May and in 2022 as
Bismarck celebrates the 150th Anniversary of its
founding. For a list of events, I urge you to go to
https://www.bismarcknd.gov/bismarck150.
On the 20th, we’re hosting “A Coffee House Evening:
Funky and Storytelling Folk Music,” from Chuck and
Ben Suchy. The doors open at 6:30PM, with music at
7PM. Our monthly Evensong, on the 25th, will feature
The Venerable Bede. Following worship we’ll determine
our destination for food, fun and fellowship. I call it our
Movable Feast. The next evening, we’ll celebrate
Ascension Day [The Risen Christ is taken into heaven
after appearing to his followers for 40 days.] On that
evening beginning at 6PM, we’ll worship via a Holy
Eucharist Liturgy. After worship we’ll again decide where
we want to hold our Moveable Feast.
The office will be closed for Memorial Day, the 30th.
Grace and peace,
Fr Hal+
605.390.3570

Service and Stewardship
It has been a busy spring so far – wait – spring? It is April
23, and another round of snow is expected over the next
24 hours as I write this. But as they say, this too shall pass,
and soon enough, we will see buds on trees, grass
growing, and flowers blooming – ah, the life of hearty
North Dakotans. As I reflect on the Vestry members (I
just got done updating our Vestry ministries
organizational chart), I thank God for the wonderful
people I get to interact with each week, giving their time,
talent, and service either for St. George's or the wider
community. One of our goals from the Vestry retreat this
past February was to serve four United Way meals and
serve a minimum of four other service events. Beth Lipp
has led the charge with the United Way meals by already
serving one meal and doing it again on April 25. I am
finalizing a new red t-shirt design (more information in
this newsletter), and I am preparing sign-up sheets for
some upcoming community walks this summer and fall
for all St. Georgians to participate in. We will be
providing hospitality (food/snack outreach) directly in
front of St. George's on May 13 for band night, followed
by "spring clean-up" for St. George's on May 14. The
Episcopal Diocese of ND has been working on a new
initiative called Partnership for ReNEWal, and St.
George's was selected as one of a few ND congregations
to participate. The Vestry will gather at St. George's Rita
Murphy Hall for a 2-day event held on June 13,14, at 530
PM. Partnership for ReNEWal's purpose is to engage and
partner with individual churches in a variety of ways to
discover and re-discover the spiritual journey, so the
divine purpose for each congregation is nourished and
nurtured and launched with concrete goals, tools, and
support for the journey.
I want to thank everyone for their service to St. George's
and God's kingdom, whether time, talent, or financial
giving. We rely on everyone's giving and recently
received several generous financial contributions – the
Ken Nicola estate/trust bequeathed to our investment
portfolio, and Barb and Gary Livermont and Clarice
Nassif Ransome donated to our operating fund.
Let us remember Isaiah 6: 8 "Then I heard the voice of
the Lord saying, Whom shall I send? And who will go for
us?" And I said, "Here am I. Send me!"
We remain thankful for everyone's gifts, for we are God's
servants working together.
In His Service,
Joanne Lassiter, Senior Warden

Adaptive leadership
collaboratively leads us from our
repertoire to our aspirations
From how we do what we do (by guidance from the
Book of Common prayer), to what we would like to be
(disciples of Jesus Christ living our lives faithfully to the
Holy Bible’s living teachings.) Through the power of the
Holy Spirit, as disciples actively sharing the good news of
Christ.
Fr. Hal

St. George's Goals for 2022
One goal for St. George’s in 2022, set at the Vestry
Retreat, was to serve 4 meals at the United Way
Homeless Shelter. The first of those meals was served in
March. The next three have been set and we encourage
you to participate! Sign up can be found in the church
basement or by emailing blipp@bis.midco,net.
We served 45 people on Monday night. Menu was
hamburger barley soup and ham and cheese sandwiches
on wheat bread and cookies. Thank you to Jill Bourgois,
Jane White and Beth Lipp our April team.
MSA United Way Homeless Shelter Meals:
The dates have been selected for teams to prepare and
serve a meal for 55 people at the MSA United Way
Homeless Shelter, on S 12th Street, Bismarck. Serve the
meal no later than 6:30 PM
Monday, May 16th
Saturday, June 25th
Four people needed each event:
· Plan the meal menu Team Leader(s)
· Purchase the needed food (church has a grant to cover
this)
· Workers in St. George’s kitchen to prepare the meal
· Transport the hot meal to the MSA United Way Shelter
· Serve the meal
Plus two to provide desserts
·Provide 3 dozen cookies or bars (6 dozen total needed)
· Ice Cream Sundae’s
· Ice Cream Bars

* Be creative!!!!!!!!!
Deacon Beth Lipp
701-471-7583

First Episcopal Church Services
in Bismarck: As Reported by
Linda W. Slaughter
The following is an edited excerpt from an article which appeared in the
Bismarck Tribune on February 16, 1894, by Linda W. Slaughter and may
also be found in Linda W. Slaughter’s Fortress To Farm or Twenty-three
Years on the Frontier, edited, with an introduction and epilogue by her
granddaughter Hazel Eastman [a former member of St. George’s].

The first Protestant ministerial service held in Bismarck
was conducted by the Rev. H. Swift of the Protestant
Episcopal Church on March 8, 1873, for the baptism of
little Jamie, second son of Lieutenant Humbert of the
Seventeenth infantry. It was held in the hall in the upper
story of the Capital Hotel. All the ladies and officers from
Fort McKeen and Camp Hancock were present by
invitation***. Captain Clarke and Mrs. Captain Powell of
the Sixth were godparents. ***. Rev. Swift was missionary
to the Indians at the Cheyenne River Agency.
On Sunday, July 2, the second Episcopal service was held
by Rev. C. H. Dudley, of Detroit, for the christening of
the son of Sergeant Alvin J. Smith of Company D.
Colonel Lounsberry and Mrs. Lieutenant Humbert were
the godparents.
[Colonel Lounsberry was the founder and first editor of
the Bismarck Tribune; Fort Mckeen is now Fort
Abraham Lincoln State Park, the oldest state park in
North Dakota; Camp Hancock is now a State Historic
Site, located at Main Avenue and 1st Street in Bismarck,
where the first Episcopal Church in Bismarck, the
Church of the Bread of Life is located; the Capital Hotel
was located on Main Avenue between 3rd Street and 4th
Street]

Coffee Hour Signup
Don't forget to sign up for coffee hour! We all enjoy
community and conversation after church now that we
can speak without fabric over our faces- pick up a few
packages of cookies at the market next time you go, find
an open date on the sign up sheet in Rita Murphy
Hall, and brew up a couple pots of coffee. Its easy!
Ask a vestry member for help if the coffee machine
confounds you! And- just in case you didn't know- Little
Odessa European Market, across the street from the Dairy
Queen on Washington, has lots of very interesting
cookies- and you can help support this family business
which in turn is trying hard to support people in
Ukraine.

The Renewal of Ministry
At the Renewal of Ministry service held on April 9, Sr.
Kathleen Atkinson, on behalf of Ministry on the Margins
(MOTM), was presented with a $10,000 check.
The financial gift came from a percentage of the proceeds
from the sale of the George House.
Sr. Kathleen, OSB, a sister of Annunciation Monastery in
Bismarck, founded MOTM in 2013. MOTM is a
volunteer-based ecumenical ministry committed to
supporting those who fall through the cracks during
times of transition. MOTM offers hospitality and coffee, a
food pantry, prison-to-society support, an ecumenical
Christian worship service, and many more ministries.
Joanne Lassiter, Senior Warden

L-R: Sister Kathleen Atkinson (Ministry on the Margins);
Andrea Stomberg; Dn. Beth Lipp, Joanne Lassiter, Sr. Warden
Photo: Jason Thoms

What Happened at the
Renewal of Ministry?
The Renewal of Ministry, a truly joyful event, took place
on April 9 at St. George’s Episcopal Memorial Church to
welcome Fr. Hal Joseph Weidman as our new full-time
Rector.
This event was led by the Rt Rev’d Thomas Ely, Bishop
Provisional of the Diocese of North Dakota; Bishop
Craig Schweitzer, Western North Dakota Synod-ELCA;
and the Rev’d Dr. John Floberg, Standing Rock and the
Standing Committee, who also preached. Diocesan and
local clergy from the surrounding area attended,
including Pastor Deborah Blood, the United Church of
Christ’s Northern Plains Conference Minister.
Senior Warden Joanne Lassiter and Junior Warden Tom
Hopkins confirmed to Bishop Ely that St. George’s chose
and called Fr. Hal to be the full-time Rector, and he
accepted. Bishop Ely then read the Letter of Institution.
The Renewal of our Baptismal Vows followed.
Fr. Hal presented several members of the congregation
with symbols of the commitment he has to ministry with
and to all of God’s people. He gave parishioners: an oil ->

stock for anointing, a copy of St. George’s directory, a
Lakota Hymnal & book chronicling Black Elks’s life, a
toolkit containing a hammer/duct tape/screwdriver/pliers,
and a prayer book.
The celebration of gifts continued as Fr. Hal gave
Hannah Gendron and Michelle Weidman [St George’s
Christian educator] a host of books to be used in the new
children’s ministry of Godly Play [thank you, Michelle
Weidman, for this vital ministry to be shared with all
North Dakota Episcopal congregations.) He also gave
books to the parish for use in our education ministries to
adults.
The Rev’d Dr. John Floberg offered the sermon and told
the story of first meeting Fr Hal while he was serving in
South Dakota. John recognized the passion and
commitment Hal showed for Christ, the people, and
creation. He wondered how he could bring Hal to North
Dakota. That possibility became a reality when Fr. Hal
became Rector(PT) for St. George’s and Canon
Missioner(PT) for the Diocese. Eventually, St. George’s
was able to call Fr. Hal as their full-time Rector.
Shirel Zillier and volunteers hosted a light reception
including finger foods, fruit pizza, and lemon bars after
the service. Finally, fellowship continued into the night
and ended with the faithful assisting the Altar Guild in
erecting palms for the next day’s Palm Sunday worship.
Thank you to the Altar Guild chair, Sharon Tudor, and
the Guild’s hard work.
Fr. Hal reminded us at St George’s, his ministry is not
only his but the entire congregation’s. As Christians, we
minister best when we come together, rejoice and serve
the Lord, and serve others, especially those beyond the
confines of St George’s.
I want to remind everyone to be joyful, serve the Lord
and others. Let us not forget the song Joyful Joyful We
Adore Thee by Henry J. van Dyke. The first verse is as
follows:
Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee,
God of glory, Lord of love;
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee,
Op’ning to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
Drive the dark of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness,
Fill us with the light of day!
Joanne Lassiter, Senior Warden

Image from the Renewal of Ministry

L-R: ELCA Bishop Craig Schweitzer (WND Synod); Rt.
Rev. Tom Ely; Hannah Gendron, crucifer; Rev. Hal
Weidman

Reading the Letter of Institution
L-R: Dn. Beth Lipp; Tom Hopkins, Jr. Warden; Rt.
Rev. Tom Ely; Rev. Hal Weidman; Joanne Lassiter,
Sr. Warden

L-R: Dn. Beth Lipp; Pr. Gretchen Deeg, UCC; Rt. Rev. Tom Ely; Rev.
Hal Weidman; Canon Zanne Ness; ELCA Bishop Craig Schweitzer
(WND Synod); Rev. Deborah Blood, Bishop in the UCC, Northern
Plains Conference; Rev. John Floberg, Standing Rock Reservation

Rt. Rev. Tom Ely; Rev. Hal Weidman

Photos by Joanne Lassiter and Jason Thoms

L-R: Rev. Hal Weidman; Dn. Beth Lipp; Rt. Rev. Tom Ely; ELCA Bishop
Craig Schweitzer (WND Synod); Rev. Deborah Blood, Bishop in the UCC,
Northern Plains Conference

New Christian Education Programing: Coming Soon
This past weekend I counted how many churches or ministries I have served and how many years I have served as a Director
of Christian Education. This will be my 6th church or ministry and I am in my 34th year. I have never tired of my ministry. I
have been thrilled to do the planning, research, and collaboration it takes to meet the needs of the congregation that I am
serving. So, to say that I am excited to be here in this capacity is an understatement.
The first program that I would like to share with you is Godly Play. I have used this program in some form with every group
that I have served. Godly Play is much more than Sunday School, it is a ministry. It works well with children and adults. It can
be adapted to almost any situation such as camps, catechism, vacation Bible school, retreats, and even congregational and
liturgical settings. Godly Play is an intriguing process in which very detailed materials are provided for students to explore.
These materials combined with carefully worded presentations make stories from the Bible, our worship, articles used in
communion, and books of the Bible become a part of the students. Color, signs, and symbols that we use in worship, the
mystery that exists in our liturgies and reverence for God is fostered not only by the lessons but by the relationships formed
with program leaders, helpers, and fellow students. This program is an Episcopal program that is used by many other Christian
denominations.
Last November I wrote a grant to the North Dakota Episcopal Foundation for the materials to start this program. A grant for
$10,000 was received to create a program, not only here at St. George’s, but also to create a lending library for other diocesan
congregations to use. The materials have been ordered and will start arriving soon. I look forward to sharing these materials
with you as we are preparing space, training teachers and helpers and mailing and delivering materials to congregations
throughout the diocese. If you are interested or have questions regarding the Godly Play program please contact me at
education@stgeorges-bismarck.org. If you feel that you are called to this ministry you will be most welcome and be trained
and supported in this work by me.
Michelle Weidman, Christian Educator

Wait- what’s this about a Good Friday offering?
Well, Good Friday is past, but the needs in the Holy Land are still with us. I have attended St. George’s for many, many years,
and do not remember an emphasis on the special Good Friday offering. But its never too late- if you want to make a special
donation to this outreach through St. George’s , please do so! It will get to where it needs to go. The following information is
from the Good Friday Offering website.
The history of the Good Friday Offering reaches back to 1922 when, in the aftermath of World War I, The Episcopal
Church sought to create new relationships with and among the Christians of the Middle East. From these initial efforts which
focused on a combination of relief work and the improvement of ecumenical and Anglican relations, the Good Friday
Offering was created. The three Dioceses that are included are Jerusalem, which includes Israel, the Palestinian territories,
Jordan, Syria and Lebanon, the Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf, including Cyprus, the Arabian peninsula and Iraq and the
Diocese of Iran.
Pastoral care, education and health care continue to be primary ministries through which the reconciling spirit of the
Christian faith serves all in need. Participation in this ministry is welcome. The generous donations of Episcopalians help the
Christian presence in the Land of the Holy One to be a vital and effective force for peace and understanding among all of
God’s children.
This year we are celebrating a century of gifts and rejoicing in 2,000 years of Good News. For 100 years, Episcopalians have
generously shared their love, compassion, and financial gifts to support the ministry of the Anglican Communion Province of
Jerusalem and the Middle East. These gifts have made an astounding difference in the lives of many people in the homeland
of Jesus and beyond. Check out our history of the Good Friday Offering to learn more about this life-changing ministry
week by week.
Andrea Stomberg

Town Hall Summary
St. George’s has received a significant bequest from life-long parishioner, Ken Nicola. It was decided that a series of “town
hall” meetings should be held to allow members of the Congregation an opportunity to discuss and offer suggestions for the
use of this bequest.
Below, following some introductory explanations, is a summary of those suggestions, listed under various headings. Our
apologies if any suggestions have not been listed or have been incorrectly identified. Also, the Vestry is open to the receipt
of additional suggestions.
Initially, it should be understood that the Vestry has already determined, confirmed by the adoption of the budget at the
Annual Meeting, that the first priority for the earnings on the investment of this bequest, and the Foundation, will be to
supplement our projected revenues each year to provide 100 % of the necessary amount to support a full-time rector at St.
George’s.
Also, it should also be understood that the moneys received from this bequest, together with the funds held in St. George’s
Foundation, have recently been placed in an investment account with the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America (the DFMS). The investment portfolio of the DFMS is an
investment program which allows eligible congregations to combine their assets with DFMS investments, and to have those
assets managed by investment advisors selected by the DFMS. A primary benefit is that participants receive professional
investment advice without having to independently engage and monitor third party independent investment advisers.
Also, earnings on the DFMS investment will not be available for expenditure by St. George’s until those earnings have been
earned and credited to St. George’s account. This will occur no more frequently than quarterly. Accordingly, St. George’s
will not be able to have earnings available for withdrawal and expenditure until a quarterly report of earnings has been
received from the DFMS. The Vestry may determine not to make withdrawals at that time, but to reinvest the earnings for
a period of time, both to allow an opportunity to assess the earnings potential of the account, and to allow for an initial
period of growth in the value of the investment account. It will also be appropriate at that time to determine the amount
that will be available for other purposes after transferring the amount required at that time to the operating account for the
rector’s salary.
With this background in mind, here is the summary of the Town Hall suggestions, using some arbitrarily named
categories. More specific information can be found by reviewing the full compilation.
1. Support for a full-time Rector.
This has been explained above and has already been approved by the Vestry.
2. Ken Nicola Memorial(s).
Establish a local endowment fund program in Ken’s name, dedicating a percentage of the annual earnings to be used for
outreach purposes.; Establish a dedicated account for the care and replacement of our oak trees.; Place a memorial plaque for
Ken in the Nave.; Sponsor, in Ken’s name, the cost of restoring one or more of the stained-glass windows in the Church of
the Bread of Life (attended by Ken as a youngster).
3. Investment Fund.
Combine Ken’s bequest with the unrestricted funds presently held in the Foundation, effectively replacing the Foundation
and establishing one investment fund for all unrestricted funds gifted to and held by St. George’s, and expended collectively
for all programs and purposes approved by the Vestry.
4. Outreach.
Provide for the disbursement of investment earnings to outreach programs, such as presently being supported (African
scholarships, Haiti, refugees from Afghanistan); local programs such as the Dream Center, the Scottish Rite Children’s
Language Center, the Abused Adult Resource Center, and the Senior Citizens’ Center; and Diocesan and Episcopal Church
programs.
5. Community programs.
Establish a community program of speakers and events, including musical events; youth programs; and weekend workshops
with outside speakers. The programs could be held in Ken’s name.; Sponsor a training workshop for organists.

Town Hall Summary Con't
6. St. George’s Ministries.
Provide transportation for members of the Congregation to services and other community events.; Provide scholarships
for educational programs beyond high school for members of St. George’s.; Join congregations involved in the
Diocesan Partnership for Renewal program.; Purchase Rite Song software.; Purchase another laptop for office/Christian
Education use.; Upgrade live-streaming technology, including additional cameras at different locations.; Initiate a
tracking system for the receipt and expenditure of memorial gifts.; Establish a Vacation Bible School.;
Become involved with the Cursillo Movement.
7. Building Improvements.
Install TV screens in the Nave.; Move the organ to the south Transept, facing the Altar, and reposition the choir pews
(diagonally) in the south Transept to face the organ and the Congregation.; Remodel restrooms.; Refinish and restore
pews and other furniture in the Nave and the Chancel.; Install a lift (handicapped access) from the Nave to the Chancel.;
Seal asbestos tiles.; Provide office space for Christian Education Director, and space for Godly Play resources.
8. Human Resources.
Provide salary increases for all employees, whether paid through the budget or through private gifts.
Tom Tudor, Previous Sr. Warden

How can I help the Ukrainian people?
Episcopal Relief and Development is supporting Action by Churches Together (ACT Alliance) as it provides critical
assistance to support people affected by violence in Ukraine. Working through ACT member Hungarian Interchurch
Aid (HIA) and other local organizations, a contribution to Episcopal Relief and Development helps to provide
emergency assistance such as food, shelter, water and basic supplies to people displaced by the conflict, estimated to be
almost 30% of the population. Episcopal Relief and Development is also working with the Convocation of Episcopal
Churches in Europe, the Diocese of Europe, the Anglican Alliance and United Society Partners in the Gospel working
on immediate and long-term responses to assist the Ukrainian people who have fled to Poland, Romania, Hungary and
other parts of Europe.
Partner with Episcopal Relief & Development by donating to the International Disaster Response Fund to help meet
critical needs for people fleeing the violence including food, cash, blankets and hygiene supplies. Talk to Andrea
Stomberg for more information!
Andrea Stomberg

Episcopal Relief and Development Sunday
St. George's will host a Episcopal Relief and Development Sunday this fall with the goal of supporting the Episcopal
Relief and Development "1000 Days of Love" campaign focusing on the first 1000 days of children's lives. The goal
will be to raise $1000 for this effort, and to collect 1000 diapers for distribution to those in need in our community.
That's right- $1000 dollars and 1000 diapers for 1000 Days of Love! Watch for more information on this campaign
and feel free to contact Andrea Stomberg (andrea.stomberg@yahoo.com) with any questions, ideas or offers of help!
Andrea Stomberg

America The Beautiful Concert
Come enjoy music of America, presented by Dakota Pro Musica on May
8th, Mother's Day! Bring your mom or favorite mother figure in your life
to hear folk music and hymns of America, including music from Hawai'i,
Appalachia, & the Shakers, as well as Spiritual, Native American, & Early
American pieces! There should be something for everyone. DPM is a
professional choral group in Bismarck, founded and directed by St.
George's congregant Jason Thoms.
Sunday, May 8th, 2022 @ 3PM at Corpus Christi Catholic Church

Poster by Alekz Thoms

Prayers for Ukraine and peace
We pray for peace, but maybe we don’t have the words. We pray for a just peace, but maybe we don’t have the words.
We pray that the lives of innocents and the lives of any human child of God will be spared. We pray that our leaders
will find a diplomatic way, a nonviolent way of solution. But we don’t know how to pray as we are. So, the Spirit must
intercede for us at this time. The Most Rev. Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop of The Episcopal Church
God of timelessness,
From chaos and disorder
you brought forth the beauty of creation;
From the chaos of war and violence
Bring forth the beauty of peace.
God of compassion
You saw the humanity of the outcast and the stranger;
Help us to see the evils of our hatreds and suspicions
and to turn them into the embrace of your Beloved Community.
God of peace,
Through your love on the cross
You overcame the power of violence and death;
Turn us away from the love of power
That we may transform a warring world
through the power of your love. Amen.
– The Rt. Rev Mark Edington,
Bishop of the Convocation of Episcopal Churches in Europe
God of peace & justice,
we pray for the people of Ukraine today.
We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons.
We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow,
that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them.
We pray for those with power over war or peace,
for wisdom, discernment and compassion
to guide their decisions.
Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk and in fear,
that you would hold and protect them.
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.
Amen.
—Archbishop Justin Welby of Canterbury & Archbishop Stephen Cottrell of York, Church of England

Office of Public Affairs

The Pastoral Letter
In the spirit of our understanding of Jerusalem as the Holy City of Peace, we call on all Episcopalians to hear the words of our Presiding Bishop, “As we pray for the
peace of Jerusalem, as the Bible teaches us, we must find ways to work for the peace of Jerusalem, which will be found where there is true equity for all, true justice
for all, and true freedom for everyone. Here it is clear that this is not simply an idealistic dream. It is the only hope, and we must not rest until it is realized.”
The peace of Jerusalemis a promise not yet attained, but it is proclaimed by the prophets of all three Abrahamic faiths. Their words embody principles of love,
humility, forgiveness, putting others first, and a preference for the marginalized.
We can have little doubt that Jesus commands us to lift up those who are oppressed, hold accountable any who misusetheir power, abhor the use of violence,exhibit
penitence and offer accountability for sins that governments have done on our behalf, and act always in the spirit of peace with justice.
In this quest for peace and justice full respect must be accorded to the civil rights and religious interests of all personsand all holy places in the city must be equally
protected and accessible to faithful Jews, Christians, and Muslims, and to all people of goodwill.
We remind ourselves that Christians have an obligation to devote ourselves to renewed ecumenical and interfaith discernment and collaboration in the spiritof our
shared values. Jerusalem should be honored as a community for all Jews, Christians, and Muslims, and serve as a symbol and a focal point for such work as the Holy
City continues to exert its theological and spiritual authority as a sacred space of ultimate reconciliation and unity. Now is the time to work toward a unity of
perspective on Middle East peace and justice with our Roman Catholic, Orthodox, and Protestant siblings, as well as with the Jewish and Muslim communities who
share our hope for peace. Our journey as the children of the Abrahamic traditions is a journey to a future built on shared values and commitments for the common
good of all who call Jerusalem and the Holy Land their home.
Deeper communion with those in the region who already work for peace is also vital. Scores of organizations work at the grass roots on behalf of freedom, dignity,
and economic opportunity for all, promotingmutual understanding across barriers of cultural and religious difference. Their efforts deserve the Church’s
understanding and support.

In all this work, our permanent partners are the Christian communities in the Holy Land, especially the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem. As the numbers of
Palestinian Christians continue to decline, the region loses more potential bridge-builders and conciliators, as well as an integral part of the diverse landscape. We
pray that our Churchwill encourage them to persevere, learn more about the region’s historical complexities, deepen our ties with its people and peace-building
institutions, and promote ecumenical and interfaith peace with justice.
We offer this letter for the sake of God’s people, especially those in Israel and Palestine, whose faces are lit by neighborly light from the holy city of God itself. Why
Jews, Christians, and Muslims have been calledto live togetherin Jerusalem and the Holy Land is a mystery known only to God. But it is our responsibility as those
who are part of the family of the children of Abraham to do all in our power to further and to deepen the commitment to peace with justice, and to its realisation. We
ask all to join with us and with the Psalmist: “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem; may they prosper who love you.
Peace be within your walls and quietness within your towers. For my brethren and companions’ sake, I pray for your prosperity; because of the house of the Lord
our God, I will seek to do you good.”
An Addendumto Pastoral Letter
At the 79th GeneralConvention of the Episcopal Churchin Austin, Texas,The Episcopal Church, as it had over the past four decades, continued to address the
complexity and contentious difficulties in the Middle East by resolutions. Amongthe adopted resolutions was B003, affirming the Church’s belief that Israel and
Palestine should share Jerusalem as their capital and encouraging the whole Church “to engage earnestly in education, advocacy, and prayer for the renewal of a
diplomatic and political process for peace in the region, and for the peace of Jerusalem.” The resolution called on the House of Bishops to offer a pastoral letter
“supporting Jerusalem’s prophetic identity as the Holy City of Peace.”

Sunday Flowers Sign-Up
If you are interested in suppling flowers for Sunday worship as a memorial, dedication or even as a celebration of loved ones,
we have some open Sundays for alter flowers. You can make this a recurring dedication that you do the same week/s of every
year, or a one-time dedication for this year. The following Sundays are available; the 5th Sunday of January, 3rd Sunday of
March, 2nd & 5th Sundays of May, 3rd & 5th Sundays of July, 4th Sunday of August, 2nd & 5th Sundays of October and the
2nd & 3rd Sundays of December. Please reach out to Sherrie Hopkins or Krista Reynolds, or leave a message at the church
with your information and one of us will reach out to you. Thank you for considering sharing in this ministry and what a
beautiful way to remember your loved ones.
Krista Reynolds

Lion Rampant Heraldry Symbol
Fragment of stained glass found in the border of the St. Cecelia window,
located in the Columbarium, on the north side of the Chancel. The
image is the “Lion Rampant,” which is found in the Royal Banner of the
Royal Arms of Scotland, shown below.

Royal Banner of the Royal Arms of Scotland

Stained Glass from St. George's

Tom Tudor, Previous Sr. Warden

A Coffee House Evening: of funky and storytelling folk music
with Chuck and Ben Suchy
May 20th, Doors open at 6:30 and music at 7:00 pm
$10 free-will offering suggested.
Seating may be limited.
Complimentary coffee and cookies.
St. George’s Rita B. Murphy Hall.

Photos provided by Chuck & Ben Suchy

A Message from Dolly Dakota
Greetings! For those of you who may not know me, I am Dolly Dakota (Luger), the one you have been including in the
prayers.
Four years ago in April, I was diagnosed with stage 3C ovarian cancer. It changed my life. When I heard the diagnosis, I
didn't ask why me, instead I asked GOD to put people in my life to help me. I learned medical terminology I never
expected to know. I have been stuck with more needles and have had more tests than most people will have in their life. I
have googled chemotherapy drugs, ovarian cancer, surgical procedures, survival rates, and more.
I have learned patience. Patience to wait for my name to be called in waiting rooms or the infusion center or for test results.
I have also lost patience for people who will whine about things that really aren't a big issue. I have cried many times, in
frustration, in pain, and for friends that I have made during chemo sessions, that have passed on.
I try to find a positive moment in everything. I lost my hair due to Paxitaxol, yes, but I saved on hair products. I closed
down the infusion center many times as my treatment would last 8 hours. I would tell my nurses I should punch in on the
time clock. My first surgery was done using the DaVinci robot, my scars looked like I fought a pitchfork and lost. My most
recent surgery left me with a scar worthy of an 80s horror movie. I just chuckle about my scars. When I had to have my
first port removed and put in on my other side I told the surgeon to make sure my scars matched. They do.
I was considered NED No Evidence of Disease for 11 months after my first battle. The word remission is no longer used in
cancer battles. But over the summer of 2020, I knew it was back. In September of that year, we found that it had
metastasized to my liver and lungs. I began again. I spent all day in the infusion center. Experiencing all the side effects and
more again. In the summer of 2021, I had an emergency appendicitis, my chemo had masked the symptoms, but made my
surgery life and death. But I signed the papers, and a 50/50 chance at life was better than my appendix killing me after all
my cancer battles. As I healed from that surgery I was again declared NED.
In November of 2021, I had pain and again knew it was back. It was confirmed just before Christmas, Peritoneal
Carcinomatosis. This time I did ask GOD why, but I also answered the question immediately. I think the reason I continue
to battle cancer is to show others you can live a full life. You find out how strong you really are. I am also a face and voice(
Dolly Dakota-COOL 98.7FM Mon-Fri 2-7 pm) that people recognize and I am an unofficial Cancer Coach or Mentor for
others. I have friends and strangers reach out to me for insight into their new diagnoses. I have my own blog
redwingsoars.com. I share what has worked for me and I offer tips to get thru treatment. I listen. I cry with them. I have
told my medical team that they are great, which they are, but they have not lived with cancer. They have no idea the
emotions that come with it.
As I continue to battle, I have learned to live with my cancer, it is more of a chronic disease for me. I have good days and I
have bad moments. Yes, moments, I try to keep the bad moments short. I could be bitter, but that would achieve nothing. I
thank GOD every day for my medical team, my family, and friends, for all the blessings and lessons in my life, and for
loving me in spite of my faults.
To all of you...Thanks for all the prayers and support, I really do appreciate it. Always look for the positive in life, it will
keep you going when the going gets tough.
Dolly

Piecemakers tie-fest!
The Piecemakers had a turnout of 16 people April 19 to tie
quilts to be given to Bridges of Hope for distribution to
women incarcerated at the Heart River Correctional Center
in Mandan. The Piecemakers pledged 10 twin sized quilts
for this effort, and hope to have the finished quilts blessed
and delivered in the next several weeks. As always, Shirel
Zillier spearheaded this effort with over 1000 6" x 6" fabric
squares, as well as backings and fleece batting. The tie-fest
attracted parishioners, their children, and friends to tie
seven quilts in a record two hours. See one of the finished
quilts in Rita Murphy Hall!
Andrea Stomberg

Photos by Andrea Stomberg

St. George's T-Shirt
St. George’s t-shirts are now ready to be ordered!! There will be two logos included on the red, short sleeve tshirt (front and
back). The cost of the t-shirt is dependent on how many people purchase a t-shirt. Roughly, anywhere from $11 to $14, and
for sizes XL and XXL, the price will incur $2 extra. Payment expected upon receipt of the t-shirt (please feel free to add your
name for a shirt even if you cannot afford one, no one will be turned away for lack of funds!)
We encourage everyone to purchase and wear the t-shirt when we are providing our services and supporting community
and church-related activities and, of course, anytime when the Spirit moves you. We are also considering one Sunday of the
month to be designated as “where your red t-shirt to church day.” The first of these special Sundays will be “wear your red
t-shirt on Pentecost, June 5th!!
Please add your name to the sign-up sheets upstairs and downstairs on the bulletin boards, or feel free to call or text me at
701-527-4128 or email jllassiter@umary.edu.
All orders need to be received by May 15th to be able to distribute the t-shirts the week before Pentecost.
Front

Joanne Lassiter, Senior Warden
Back

Created by Alekz Thoms

African Scholarship
For several years members of St. George's Church have been paying for tuition and uniforms for Reuben Panchol's nieces
and nephews. Their father died in the Sudanese war and they fled to a refugee camp. They now live with their mother in
Nairobi, Kenya.
The children have slowly and steadily improved in their studies. Imagine attending school and not knowing the language the
teachers use! At first progress was slow, but the children have learned Swahili and English and are making good strides now
in all their subjects. Math was always easier for these trilingual kids.
The pictures and the thank you note included are two years old. The schools were closed for a year because of Covid-19. The
vacations from school have been shortened during the past year as they try to make up for lost time.
The three oldest children are now in Middle School and their tuition has increased. Our fund at St. George's has been
depleted and the time has come to ask you to donate it. Please give if you are able! The kids' hope for a bright future depends
upon their education. If you write a check, please remember to label it "African Scholarship" so that it will get to the correct
fund.
Jane White

St. George’s Episcopal
Memorial Church
St. George's Church
has been an important presence
in the Bismarck community
since 1880, and we continue to
meet the Living God in this
place today –through worship,
education, outreach, and most
of all, through the relationships
we have created with each
other.If you have any questions
or think we can help you,
please do not hesitate to
contact the church office or
talk to any of our parishioners
or stop in for coffee. —Father
Hal Weidman +

Street Address:
601 N. 4th St. Bismarck, ND 58501
Mailing Address:
PO Box 1241 Bismarck, ND 58502
Phone:

(701) 223-1942
Email:
stgeorges@stgeorges-bismarck.com
Facebook:
facebook.com/St.Georges.Episcopal.
Bismarck
YouTube: St. George’s Episcopal
Memorial Church

Submit to the Next Newsletter!
The articles in the newsletter are provided by you! So please share! The deadline for June newsletter articles is
Sunday, May 22. We look for articles, Op-Eds, events, stories, poems, photos - anything you feel compelled to
share with the St. George's congregation and community.
Please email your submissions to publisher@stgeorges-bismarck.org
** If your name is not in your email address, please sign your name at the end of your email, as well as tell me
who took the pictures we're using in your article! We want to make sure everyone is properly credited! **

