
   

 

 

St. George’s Part of Life  
Changing Difference in Haiti 

Easter/Pentecost Edition 

 

Submitted by Andrea Stomberg 
 

Working together in Haiti:  the North Dakota Episco-

pal Foundation and St. George’s Episcopal Church 

Dear… gracious, generous, life-giving friends in 
North Dakota, 
 

….. your gift of $8,700 for Medical Lab equipment 
arrived yesterday. WHAT A GODSEND! I hope you 
can fathom the difference this will make for our pa-
tients and physicians. If you've not been to Haiti, you 
cannot imagine Port-au-Prince traffic and how long it 
takes to get anywhere. Families are saved from this 
now - not only finding another place for blood and 
urine analysis, but also the time and effort of getting 
there; and oh yes, the cost! You have made their oh
-so-complicated lives easier; and for the dedicated 
physicians who work at the Clinic? You have ena-
bled quicker diagnoses and therefore, quicker treat-
ment. Your gift is truly a life-changer.  Right out of 
the 25th Chapter of Matthew - for you have visited 
the sick -  you "have done it unto one of the least of 
these." And, there are no words adequate to ex-
press our thanks for that. May God bless you richly. 
 

Gratefully, 
 

Elizabeth Lowell 
St. Vincent's Trustee 
 
 
 

Additional articles on pages 2 & 3  
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Pentecost Sunday 

The North Dakota Episcopal Foundation recently ap-

proved a grant application from the Haiti Outreach 

Committee for funds to purchase laboratory equip-

ment for a medical lab at St. Vincent’s Center for Chil-

dren with Disabilities in Haiti 

(www.stvincentshaiti.org).  Because the grant was for 

less than the total need, St. George’s Episcopal 

Church drew on funds held for Haiti outreach and was 

able complete the request. 

The wonderful communication included above clearly 

shows how meaningful this gift is. 

This Center is one of two organizations in Haiti sup-

ported by The Episcopal Church.  It was founded in 

1945 by The Episcopal Order of St. Margaret, which 

remains active in the US and Haiti today. St. Vincent’s 

is known throughout Haiti as a place where children 

with physical disabilities are educated and cared for.  

The original school was destroyed in the 2010 earth-

quake, and the school has been rebuilt in a new loca-

tion.  The Medical Center and Brace Shop is still lo-

cated in Port au Prince. 

The Medical Center and Brace Shop offers pediatric, 

orthopedic, diagnostic and ophthalmic services to chil-

dren up to age 15.  Patients pay a minimal amount for 

all visits. 

Without an on-site laboratory, patients that need blood 

or other diagnostic tests must leave the site, and seek 

these services elsewhere, later returning to the clinic.  

Try to imagine taking a child, perhaps in a wheelchair 

or on crutches, out into traffic-choked streets to find 

public transport, pay for the tests, and return.  Having 

simple medical tests performed on-site will relieve 

families of this burden and allow the doctors to more 

efficiently treat their patients. 

Happily, I can report that the laboratory is com-

plete and functional as of January 4, 2021.  I think 

the very rapid deployment of the funds provided 

from North Dakotans, in a place where doing any-

thing is difficult, points to the urgency St. Vin-

cent’s felt about getting this facility done and in 

use! 

Once the security and Covid situation improves and 

travel is possible, perhaps we can put together a trip 

to visit the school and lab, and see some of this inter-

esting country. 

If you have questions, please feel free to contact An-
drea Stomberg at andrea.stomberg@yahoo.com. 

What is Pentecost and what difference does it 

make in our lives today? 

Sunday, May 23rd, is Pentecost. Pentecost is a 

feast of the Universal Church which honors the de-

scent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles, fifty 

days after Christ’s Resurrection, on the ancient 

Jewish festival called the "feast of weeks" or Pente-

cost (Exodus 34:22; Deuteronomy 16:10). The har-

vest’s first fruits were offered to God in thanksgiv-

ing during that Jewish festival—remember the first 

Christians were all Jewish. 

It is also called Whitsunday, from the white gar-

ments worn by those who were baptized during 

the Easter Vigil; Pentecost is the Greek word for 

"the fiftieth" (day after Easter). On this day, mira-

cles occurred: tongues of fire “hovered over” each 

person AND each person spoke in their native 

tongue, and also were able to understand every-

one else! 

The difference it makes in our lives is that on this 

day the promised gift of the Holy Spirit was given 

to the Church (the people), the advocate Jesus 

spoke of in the gospel of John-14:26. I believe it’s 

the Holy Spirit who has powered the Church from 

the beginning, kept it going, fed us and strength-

ened us, supernaturally. Many believe Pentecost is 

the "birthday" of the Church, because it was on 

that day we received the gift that has made it all 

possible. 

There are three baptisms 

planned for this day. I invite 

you to physically join us on this 

very special Sunday, bring a 

friend and remember to wear 

RED! 

Grace and peace, 

Canon Hal   

St. George’s Assists Haiti—cont’d 

 

mailto:andrea.stomberg@yahoo.com
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FROM ST. VINCENT’S  NEWSLETTER—DECEMBER 2020... 
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Easter is a festival season of fifty days whose first day is Easter Day, the Sunday of the Resurrection, and 
whose last day is the Day of Pentecost. Easter begins after sundown on Holy Saturday. The celebration of 
Easter is initiated with the Easter Vigil, which can be observed after sundown but ideally is kept just before 
sunrise, so that the proclamation of Jesus’ resurrection comes with the dawn of the new day. The Easter sea-
son includes the events of Christ’s resurrection and ascension and the coming of the Holy Spirit on the Day 
of Pentecost. 
 

Easter Day is the principal feast of the church year. The word “Easter” comes from Eostre, a Teutonic god-
dess whose name is associated with springtime, growth, and fertility. In most languages the name of the day 
is Pascha, which means “Passover.” The resurrection means that Christ has overcome death and in his victo-
ry has opened to us everlasting life. Nothing can separate us from the love of God (Romans 8:38-39). The 
Lord’s new life in which we share is the message of this season. 
 

As the sacrament of new life, baptism is an Easter theme; as baptized Christians we take time during Easter 
to ponder the meaning of membership in Christ’s body, the church. We look at events in the church’s life, 
the sacraments, the accounts of resurrection and the post-resurrection appearances of Jesus to discover their 
meaning and what they tell us about how we as a community are to live the life of the Risen Lord. 
 

Like the two who walked the Emmaus road with Jesus, we can know Christ in the sharing of the word and 
in the breaking of bread at the Eucharist. 
 

The Great Fifty Days of Easter are the time when those who have reaffirmed their baptismal vows or have 
been baptized at the Easter Vigil reflect on the meaning of their baptism. Through the lectionary texts they 
explore the “mysteries” of their faith. The early church called this period of the process mystagogia, i.e., 
going deeper into the mysteries—into the truths of faith. Today the whole church enters into this period of 
uncovering anew the mysteries of faith expressed in sacrament, word, and life lived for others. Each time 
we celebrate the Holy Eucharist using Eucharistic Prayer A, we say these words: 
 

We proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. (BCP 363) 
 

From The Prayer Book Guide to Christian Education, © Sharon Ely Pearson & Robyn Szoke, (2009: 
Church Publishing) 

 
Fifty Days 
The feast of Easter is a season of fifty days, from Easter Eve through the Day of Pentecost. From early times 
the Greek word pentecost (fiftieth day) was used also for the whole Paschal season.  
 

During this season there is no fasting. The Council of Nicaea (325) directed that Christians are to pray 
standing. The word “alleluia” (praise the Lord) is said or sung repeatedly, which contrasts sharply with the 
season of Lent when the alleluia is omitted. The color of liturgical vestments and hangings is white or gold. 
The BCP notes that it is customary for the Paschal candle to burn at all services of the Easter season. The 
“Alleluia, alleluia” may be added to the dismissals and their responses during the Great Fifty Days. 
 

Contrary to what many people think, Easter is not a single day. It is actually a season that begins on Easter 
Sunday and continues for seven full weeks. This seven-week cycle is known historically as the Great Fifty 
Days or the Week of Weeks.  During this time, the church celebrates the Lord’s resurrection, His appearanc-
es to the disciples after Easter, His post-resurrection teachings, His ascension into heaven, and the disciples’ 
eager anticipation of the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. Ascension Day, the 40th of the Great Fifty 
Days, is frequently commemorated with a special evening worship service since it always falls on a Thurs-
day.  
 
 

Grace and peace, 

Canon Hal   

The 50 Great Days of Easter  
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The first Sunday after Pentecost is Holy Trinity 
Sunday—May 30

th
. This can be a complex 

concept to understand. 

My “go to” resource for Episcopal definitions of 
terms of dogma, doctrine and theology has 
been a reference co-authored by a seminary 
professor of mine—Pastor Donald Smith Ar-
mentrout, (2013). I offer you this reference’s 
definition below. 

The Holy Trinity is one God: Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit (Book of Common Prayer, p. 852). 
The term is from the Latin tri, “three,” and uni-
tas, “unity.” The term was devised by Tertullian 
to express the mystery of the unity-in-diversity 
of God. Trinity means “threefold unity.” The 
corresponding word in Greek is ho trias, which 
means “the Triad.” The Trinity is a perfect rela-
tionship of love in which neither unity nor dis-
tinctness of the divine persons is compro-
mised. God’s life is understood to be dynamic, 
loving, and available to be shared in relation-
ship with humanity for salvation. The term 
“economic Trinity” has been applied to the life 
of the Trinity in time and space, in the 
“economy” of salvation as distinguished from 
the “immanent Trinity” which refers to the inner 
life of God beyond the limits of time and 
space. It may be said that our experience of 
the economic Trinity leads us to know the im-
manent Trinity and that God’s self-revelation 
corresponds to God’s essential nature. How-
ever, the helpfulness of this distinction should 
not be overemphasized because there is only 
one divine trinitarian life. German Jesuit priest 
and theologian Karl Rahner states, “The eco-
nomic Trinity is the immanent Trinity, and vice 
versa.” 

Christian theology is the heir of both uncom-
promising biblical monotheism and the Platon-
ic, Aristotelian, and Stoic emphases on the 
unity and simplicity of God. However, the New 
Testament ascribed a place of equality with 
God to the Word of God who became incar-
nate in Jesus of Nazareth (e.g., John 1:1-18, 
Colossians 1:15-20). The Spirit of God was 
also included in the divine life (1 Corinthians 
2:10-13). The church took several centuries to 
work out a reasonably acceptable way to ex-

press the complex relation of Father, Son, and 
Spirit. The nearly complete doctrine of the 
Trinity announced at Constantinople in 381 
held that God is one Being (ousia) in three 
equal and consubstantial persons or hyposta-
ses: the Father uncreated, the Son uncreated 
but begotten, the Spirit proceeding from the 
Father (and, in the western version of the 
Creed, the Son). The Athanasian Creed states 
that “we worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity 
in Unity, neither confounding the Persons, nor 
dividing the Substance” (BCP, p. 864). Article I 
of the Articles of Religion affirms that in the 
unity of God “there be three Persons, of one 
substance, power, and eternity; the “Father, 
the Son and the Holy Ghost” (BCP, p. 867). 

Grace and peace, 

Canon Hal+ 

____________________________ 

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/glossary/  

 

 

Holy Trinity Sunday 
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Vestry Updates 
February—May 2021 

The Vestry met at the Radisson Saturday, February 20, from 9 am – 2 pm. 

The morning started with time for reflection and prayer with several daily passages. Canon Hal led a robust 
and fun ice-breaking session meant for vestry members to “get to know each other.”  Meeting norms for 
Vestry meetings were established, and Canon Hal reminded the Vestry of St. George’s mission statement – 
to look to the statement for direction in our leadership of the Church.  

Several themes were discussed thoroughly to include communication, participation, and ministries. Each 
Vestry member signed up for several ministries to lead and participate in. The ministries include music/
choir, piecemakers, stewardship, pastoral care, outreach/in-reach, communication, finance, administration, 
worship, buildings/ground, education, fellowship. Canon Hal continues to monitor COVID numbers, and a 
COVID recovery plan is continually being reviewed. A mutual ministry review of the Vestry and Canon Hal 
will be conducted in December. 

At the February Vestry meeting, Joanne brought forward a meeting agenda/minutes template to be adopted 
for Vestry meetings. The template includes St. George’s mission statement, the Episcopal Diocese of North 
Dakota Vision Statement, and the Episcopal Church icon. Vestry members approved. 

 

In April, I sold the Bishop’s Ford Edge on Bismanonline. The car was not being utilized as it had been in the 
past, so the decision was made to sell the car.  

I continue to serve as Eucharistic Minister, participate as a committee member on Commission on Ministry, 
and officiated first evening prayer on March 31, 2021.  

I appreciate Tom Tudor’s leadership as past Senior Warden and the work that he is doing with the sale of 
the George House (the sale is pending) and working to adopt St. George’s listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

It takes a village to get work done, and I look forward to working with Canon Hal, the Vestry members, the 
congregation, and the community of Bismarck. 

Joanne Lassiter, Senior Warden 

Your current Vestry members: L to R—Supo Olagoke, Josh Gendron, Canon Hal Weidman, SW Joanne Lassiter, Past SW 

Tom Tudor, Anne Reynolds, JW Tom Hopkins, Fdn Treasurer Steve Tillotson and Mark Hanlon.  Not pictured: Treasurer 

Dcn. Beth Lipp, Mary Henderson and Bonnie Gorder-Hinchey.            -  Photo taken at Vestry Retreat in February 2021. 
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Studying Bonhoeffer’s Life Together 

By Canon Hal Weidman 
 

Introduction 
In my report to the 2020 Annual Meeting in January I wrote that I wanted to for us to study Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer’s book Life Together through the year. Unfortunately, the COVID-19 pandemic interrupted that 
idea. Now that we believe cases are winding down in Burleigh County, I believe we can begin our study. 
We will begin with recorded sessions available online. I will provide you with a recorded session that you 
can access at your leisure. The first one will be available during May and June. It will begin by introducing 
Bonhoeffer, the man. We will explore his life and death. Please read the book’s introduction and reflect on 
his life and death and answer the questions found at the end of this lesson. In our next session we will ven-
ture into Chapter one. For those of you who are interested, or have questions send me an email to tell me 
you are interested and part of the group: canon@stgeorges-bismarck.org. 

Bonhoeffer’s Life Together is a brief but rich piece on Christian community. In it Bonhoeffer gives 
you “a number of directions and teachings that the Scriptures provide us for life together under the Word.” 
He seeks to present practical suggestions for how you can live in Christian community with others. 

To achieve this goal, he first defines community. In the subsequent two chapters, he describes a typi-
cal day both in community with others and in solitude. He then explains how you can practically minister to 
your brothers and sisters, and he concludes the book with the importance of confession and Holy Commun-
ion. 

 

Introductory Questions for Life Together 
1.  The Church today, at least in America, doesn’t face bodily persecution anyway near the severity wit-

nessed in Nazi Germany in the 1930s and 1940s. How does knowing the context of the era in which 
Bonhoeffer lived aid your understanding of this study? 

2.  Read 1 Peter 4:12-19. What perspective does Peter give us on Christian suffering? Also, read Psalms 37, 
70, 77, and 94; Romans 5:1-5, 8:18; 1 Corinthians 1:3-11; Isaiah 53; Hebrews 2:10, 14, 4:15. 

3. Since we are separated by time and face a different context of life, what is the value of studying this 
book and this man, Dietrich Bonhoeffer? 

4. There are certain differences between our lives and Bonhoeffer’s life, what are some of the similarities 
we can draw as a Christian community gathered at St George’s both before and during the COVID pan-
demic? What does Bonhoeffer offer to teach us from God’s Word that we might not find in another 
book? 

 

Selected Sources: 

• A Study of “Life Together” by Dietrich Bonhoeffer Retrieved on December 10, 2019 from http://
www.graceseattle.org/uploads/documents/Life-Together-Bonhoeffer.pdf. 

• Why Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s “Life Together” Still Matters. Retrieved on January 15, 2020 from: http://
intersectproject.org/faith-and-work/why-dietrich-bonhoeffers-life-together-still-matters/ 

• Study Guide for Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s ‘Life Together’. Retrieved on January 2, 2020 from https://
digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/hist_fac/74/. 

• Richter, John (2001) “Life Together, Dietrich Bonhoeffer,” Leaven: Vol. 9: Iss.1, Article 16. 

mailto:canon@stgeorges-bismarck.org
http://intersectproject.org/faith-and-work/why-dietrich-bonhoeffers-life-together-still
http://intersectproject.org/faith-and-work/why-dietrich-bonhoeffers-life-together-still
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/hist_fac/74/
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/hist_fac/74/
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Serving on Diocesan Council 

On March 5th & 6th the Diocesan Council (DC) met as 
they do every three months to tackle the business deci-
sions of the diocese. This meeting was special because 
Bishop Ely who we elected to be our Provisional Bish-
op at the special Convention is now at the helm. As we 
started the meeting I was thinking back to October 
when several of us pondered the chances of finding 
someone who would be willing to come to North Dako-
ta. And now a few short months later I was at the table 
with someone who heard our need and our vision and 
felt called to come out of retirement to ministry in this 
place in this time. It is an incredible reminder for me 
that our God knows our need long before we ask and is 
able to do far more than we imagine.  

The Bishop had set out a clear and full agenda for our 
meeting with clear guidelines on how we would con-
duct ourselves during discussion. We spent time getting 
to know each other better, we listened to committee re-
ports, we poured over financial reports and made deci-
sions. On the surface, let’s be honest, this all sounds 
rather dull. But it wasn’t! 

In fact, it seemed like spring had been set in the hearts 
of those present. From where I was sitting as a relative-
ly new member of this diocese, this energy seemed to 
be bubbling up from the whispers of hope. Hope that 
there really is way forward for our dioceses in a world 
that is moving and changing rapidly; that circular lead-
ership is not only possible but already happening; that 
we have the resources to assist congregations encoun-
tering a wide range of challenges in our state; that peo-
ple who have been divided along racial and geograph-
ical and political lines can come together, listen to each 
others stories, learn, grow and be better at being human; 
and hope that we can provide a place for the youth of 
our diocese to flourish, to belong and become our future 
leaders.  

The energy in that meeting was palpable and my hope is 
that our energy can radiate out to our congregations 
with the anticipation of what is to come. 

 Submitted by Tammy Enockson, DC Member 

 

 Ted Quanrud Honored by Bismarck Historical Society  

A tree-planting program was held at Camp Hancock 
on May 7th, to honor six former members of the Bis-
marck Historical Society for their service to the Soci-
ety.  One of those being honored was Ted Quanrud, 
a former member of St. George’s who passed away 
last year. Ted was a life-long faithful member of St. 
George’s.  Camp Hancock is a state park and is the 
location of The Church of The Bread of Life, the first 
Episcopal Church in Bismarck.   
 

 Submitted by Tom Tudor 

I’ve just started to read the book “Free of Charge; Giving 

and Forgiving in a Culture Stripped of Grace” written by 

Miroslav Volf, Theologian, Author and Episcopal Priest.  

The following is a quote shared by Volf in an interview.  

This is a book about worshiping the true God and letting 

the true God act in us.  It tells us as plainly as possible 

that the true God is a God who cannot stop giving and 

forgiving, and that our knowledge of this true God is utter-

ly bound up with our willingness to receive from the hand 

of God the liberty to give and forgive.    

The knowledge that God is forgiving has been so im-
portant to my faith journey.   It is not that I have done such 
terrible things (but I have fallen short many times).  It is 
about starting fresh each day, not encumbered by yester-
day’s mistakes or omissions. It is about knowing, that be-
cause I have been forgiven, that an attitude of forgiveness 
toward others is required of me.  I have been given the gift 
of St. George’s, a spiritual home to worship and grow, 
where the generosity of giving, forgiving and acceptance 
abounds.  A line comes to mind from the Confession of 
Sin is: “we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word and deed, by what we have done, and by 
what we have left undone”.  That last phrase is my favorite 
“by what we have left undone”.  God are you calling us to 
notice something that needs to be done.  Are we to reach 
out to someone?  Is our abundance needed? Dear Lord 
show us who, where and how to share. Help us to reach 
out and welcome others who long for a place where God’s 
forgiveness and acceptance abound.  Amen.  

 Submitted by Deacon Beth Lipp 

“HEAVEN’S HELPERS” SOUP CAFÉ                
& CLOSET  701 

I’m writing to tell you about a Christian ministry that 
you can get involved in if you’re moved to do so.  The 
Soup Café is on 23rd and Thayer and offers free meals 6 
days a week.  When it’s not extremely cold they typical-
ly serve about 250-500 meals a day.  They often need 
volunteers to prepare food, wait tables, serve food, wash 
dishes, etc.  Kate and I volunteer there, and it is fun and 
rewarding.  Heaven’s Helpers also has the Closet 701 
which gives out free clothing and is located on East 
Main next to Interstate Battery.  They need volunteers 
to wash, iron, and hang clothing as well as spot-remover 
specialists.  You can volunteer online easily, and they of 
course are happy to receive donations of food, veggies, 
clothing (especially gloves and mittens), or even mon-
ey.  The soup at the Soup Café is always great and Kate 
and I eat there after volunteering.  If you’d like to get 
involved in a ministry, I believe they’re doing God’s 
work there and you can be part of it.  If you need more 
information, ask me or Kate about it.   

 Submitted by Mark Hanlon 

Giving and Forgiving 
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Congratulations to our 4 graduates in 2021! 
 

• Aeriana Haggin (high school) 

• Abby Johnsrud (high school) 

• Taylor Lassiter (college) 

• Izaak Thoms (high school) 
 

Their accomplishment will celebrated at our Pente-

cost and Graduation Sunday worship service on 

May 23, 2021. 

 

Welcome to our 3 soon-to-be baptized! 
 

• Alivia Balzer 

• Paislee Crissler 

• Aiyana Ross 
 

Taylor Lassiter, daughter of Joanne and Elton Las-
siter, graduated from the University of Mary on April 
24, 2021, with a Bachelors Degree in Communications 
and a Minor in History and Politics. Taylor studied in 
Rome in the fall of 2018, her sophomore year, and 
traveled with other University of Mary students/faculty 
to Northern Ireland in the summer of 2019. Taylor 
served as Vice President of Student Government in her 
junior year and was the Day of Service Coordinator for 
the University of Mary in her junior and senior years. 
Taylor received the Senator of the Year and the Bever-
ly Huschka awards in Spring 2020. 

Taylor has just recently accepted and started a position 

at the North Dakota School Boards Association as 

Member and Marketing Specialist.   

 Submitted by Joanne Lassiter 

Duot John graduated from Ndejje University in 

Kampala, Uganda on March 5. Due to Covid 19, the 

graduation will be virtual. He has earned a degree in 

Sustainable Agriculture. 

He has returned to South Sudan and is struggling to 

find work. It is difficult to get a job there unless you 

are a family member of someone that owns a business. 

Because of nepotism and corruption, it is difficult to 

get a government job as well. He has worked many odd 

jobs during the past year...he wired a new home and 

has been doing day labor when he can. 

Thanks to all of you that have supported him in his 

efforts to get a college degree. He has told me through 

several emails that he thanks God for St. Georges 

Church and all we have done for him. 

 Submitted by Jane White 

Taylor Lassiter.    Family photo. 
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Prom Dream Comes True 

By Jody Kerzman.  Addition: Dionne Nelson              https://www.kfyrtv.com/2021/04/13/legacy-staff-makes-students-prom-dream-come-true/ 
 

Legacy staff makes student’s prom dream come true  

BISMARCK, N.D. (KFYR) - Legacy High School senior Abby Johnsrud has been dreaming about prom night since she was a little 
girl.  She used to spend hours trying on her mom’s old prom dresses.  But she and her mom never imagined she’d actually go to 
prom.  Abby’s wish came true last weekend, thanks to a little help from the staff at Legacy. 
 

Walking in the grand march is the moment Abby Johnsrud’s childhood dream came true.  “I’ve never felt so pretty,” Abby said.  Abby 
has always wanted to go to prom.  “Abby has been dreaming about prom since she was tiny,” said Abby’s mom, Barbara Johnsrud.  
“I thought it looked fun,” recalled Abby. 
 
Abby has autism, which means making friends is a little tough for her and big events, like prom, can be overwhelming.  “Sometimes 
sensations are painful for me,” Abby explained.  Not to mention, prom can be expensive.  “We didn’t have enough money to pay for 
everything,” Abby said.   
 

Staff at Abby’s school stepped in; they helped her find a date and collected money to help pay for Abby’s dress and a little extra 
pampering.  “They gave me a pedicure and it was so fancy,” Abby said. “I felt so beautiful and I got to wear fake eyelashes for the 
first time.”  As she looks through prom night photos, Abby says there’s only one thing she’d change.  “I would have danced more,” 
she said. 
 

“I can’t thank everybody enough for this. I feel so humbled by this. It means so much to Abby. This experience is going to stay with 
her for her entire life,” said Barbara.   An experience Abby and her mom will never forget. Because on this special night, Abby found 
out some dreams really do come true.  Abby hopes to one day have a career as an event planner so she can help other students 
enjoy their prom nights.  

         

ADDITION 
By Dionne Nelson 
 

Many of you know Abby as our sweet Nursey Attendant 

who is happy, smiling and enjoys being with the kids at the 

church.  I have had the privilege of having Abby assist at 

the office with projects, and her happy-go-lucky attitude and 

sweet demeanor are always a joy. 
 

I contacted Abby’s mother, Barbara Johnsrud, for a few 

photos and more of the story.  She sent me the long story, 

which is moving and inspirational. There were many people 

who came together to help make Abby’s dream come 

true—simply total strangers!  I will paraphrase as best as 

possible. 

“Here's the full story and more pictures. I wished the news 

story thanked people a bit more and focused on donation 

need but it is what it is. This is what I've sent to my dearest 

friends: 

...Then other people thought of things she would need! And 

piece by piece at least 25 people in total came together and 

for absolutely everything Abby could desire for a fairytale 

prom!!! Not knowing her, not knowing how much it meant, 

not knowing this is a much bigger milestone because it's one 

of those awesome times that the special needs and neuro-

typical paths fully intersect at big events.” 

From email to me, written by Barbara Johnsrud 

https://www.kfyrtv.com/2021/04/13/legacy-staff-makes-students-prom-dream-come-true/
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Piecemakers presents Episcopal Theme Quilt to St. George’s 

On Sunday, April 25, 2021, Piecemakers member Shirel Zillier presented a beautiful handmade quilt to JW 

Tom Hopkins.  The Vestry will decide where to display this wonderful item in our church. 

 

Special Gift 

From L to R:  
 

JW Tom Hopkins, Piecemakers 

member Shirel Zillier and Canon Hal 

Weidman with the gifted quilt.  
  

- Photos Dionne Nelson 

Canon Hal blesses the quilt after the Sunday service on April 25, 2021. 
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Parish Treasurer (term ends 2021)                         Beth Lipp 

Foundation Treasurer                              Steve Tillotson 
 
Vestry Member (terms ends 2021)                 Josh Gendron 

Vestry Member (terms ends 2021) Bonnie Gorder-Hinchey 

Vestry Member (term ends 2022)                  Mark Hanlon 

Clerk/Vestry Member (term ends 2022)             Mary Henderson 
 
Vestry Member (term ends 2023)                 Supo Olagoke 

Vestry Member (term ends 2023)               Anne Reynolds 

Vestry Contact Information is available at the church 
office. 

 

St. George’s Altar Guild  

St. George’s Altar Guild is asking you to join their ministry of 
service to St. George’s. 

The purpose of the Altar Guild is to assist Canon Hal and the 
Deacons, Beth and Ed, to prepare for the Eucharist and other 
worship services, and to care for the Altar and the Sacristy, 
and the various vessels and vestments which may be used by 
the clergy as they preside during these services.  This is an 
important, vital ministry.  The work of the Altar Guild is essen-
tial for the efficient conducting of public worship.  Members 
must have a strong sense of responsibility and loyalty toward 
their duties. 

Although the women of St. George’s have taken the lead in 
serving in this ministry, membership is open to men as well.  

As a member of the Altar Guild, you will become familiar with 
the Church year; the liturgical colors of the seasons of the 
year; the Vestments; the sacred vessels, including the chalice, 
the ciborium, the paten, the bread box, the lavabo bowl, and 
several other vessels.  You will also become familiar with how 
to set up and prepare for Holy Days, such as Holy Baptism, 
Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, and The Great Vigil of Easter. 

In addition to providing a and necessary service, you will also 
receive, in the process, an excellent education in the history 
and traditions of the Episcopal Church. 

Please give careful consideration to joining this dedicated 
group of church members.  The time commitment is minimal 
and the work is enjoyable and satisfying.  If you need more 
information or have questions, please contact Jacinda Sim-
mons or Sharon Tudor.  

 Submitted by Sharon Tudor 

Think of Yourself Less Vestry Members 

THANK YOU to all who have served St. 

George’s as Vestry Members, past & present. 

Your service to our church family is 

appreciated! 

As I reflect on my childhood, I think of my Dad often 
and the fulfilled childhood I had. I remember Dad tell-
ing me stories of his youth. Growing up, Dad did not 
have much, but that never stopped his witty sense of 
humor and his love for his family. As a young boy, 
Dad received an orange and a marble shooter for 
Christmas and was content with what he received. For 
Christmas, we three kids “were spoiled” and received 
almost everything on our Christmas list. But to Dad, it 
was not about the amount of money spent on gifts; it 
was always the time spent with his family and enjoy-
ing the many holidays and laughs in the house.  My 
Dad is the definition of unselfish, putting everyone 
else first and always offering encouraging words when 
life gets tough. He is generous and compassionate, 
and I hope to follow his examples in my life. Giving 
our time and talents is a concept shared by many. 
There are many ways that we can be unselfish and a 
few principles to follow to share it forward.  
Treasure: Give a percent of your income off the top. 
The way to develop an unselfish attitude is to give 
before you spend.  
Talent: Give your skills to make the world better. Ded-
icate your skills and talents to a cause that proves you 
are invested and potentially inspires others to do the 
same.  
Time: Give whatever you have been blessed with: 
Beyond money and talent, consider the simple gift of 
your time (Manby, 2012). 
When we give, we never know what might happen. 
Often, giving provides the giver with unexpected 
blessings…..as well as making the world a better 
place.  
 

Joanne Lassiter 
 

Manby, J. (2012). Love works. Zondervan  
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Blessings & Humor 

 

CONSIDER A CALLING... 

This is the season when graduates answer the call 

to new opportunities for study or work or travel. I 

ask you, “Have you ever considered becoming 

an ordained deacon or priest in the Episcopal 

Church?” I have seen potential for these ministries 

in many St Georgians. The Christian Church needs 

you! The Episcopal Church needs you! The Epis-

copal Diocese of North Dakota needs you! St 

George’s needs you! This Summer, I will host a 

gathering to talk about these vocations. If you’re 

interested, let’s talk.            - Canon Hal  

We offer praise and thanksgiving to God for the 
healthy birth of Marcus Ken Johnson to Josh and 
Kourtney Johnson. He was born at 12:57AM, Satur-
day, May 15th and weighed 6lbs 13 ½oz. Marcus is 
the grandson of Beth and Don Johnson. If you 
would like to send a congratulatory note to Josh and 
Kourtney, their address is: 1905 12th Avenue, SE, 
Mandan, ND 58554. 
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A heartfelt THANK YOU to all of the following 
for their help and service to the church!    
 
 

Acolytes 
 

Tom Tudor 
Hannah Gendron 
Jody Simmons 
Patrisha Schumacher 
Nathaniel Schumacher 
Ian Combs 
Lily Combs 
Joshua Floberg 
Aeriana Haggin 
Kyen Haggin 
 
 

Ushers 
 

Jackie Napper 
Shirel Zillier 

Jody & Jaciinda Simmons 
Tom & Sharon Tudor 

Jan Beck 
Mary Schuler 

Tom & Sherrie Hopkins 
Matt & Kristin Koch 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

EMs 
 

Tom Tudor   Amy Juhala 
Jane White   Joanne Lassiter 
Colette Rudolph   Jody Simmons 
Solveigh Barney  Dionne Nelson 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lectors 
 

Tom Tudor   Amy Juhala 
Jane White   Joanne Lassiter 
Colette Rudolph   Jody Simmons 
Solveigh Barney  Claudia Schoelkopf 
Kate Hanlon   Anne Reynolds 
Jacinda Simmons  Carol Kitko 
Keith Henderson  Dionne Nelson 
Hannah Gendron  Shawn Nelson 
Abby Tillotson   Darlene Anagnost 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Altar Guild 
 

Jacinda Simmons 
Sharon Tudor 

Tammy Enockson 
Mary Schuler (Flowers) 

 
 

Choir & Music Ministry 
 

Traci Juhala  
Beth Lipp 
Anne Reynolds  
Claudia Schoellkopf 
Shawn Nelson 
Arlene Gray 
David Sorenson 
Tammy Enockson 
Joshua Floberg 
Jason Thoms 
Wilyem Thoms 
Alekz Thoms 
Izaak Thoms 
 
 
Digital Team 
 

Shawn Nelson                                 Jody Simmons 
Dionne Nelson                                 Tom Hopkins 
Ted Poppke 

 

In Service to St George’s 
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St. George’s Ministers 
 

Provisional Bishop of North Dakota                                                                  The Rt. Rev’d Thomas C. Ely 

Diocese of North Dakota                                                                                   Diocesan Standing Committee  

                                                                                                                            

Ministers                                                                                                        All The People of St. George’s 

Rector                                                                                                          The Rev’d Canon Hal J. Weidman 

Canon                                                                                                                 The Rev’d Canon Zanne Ness 

Deacon                                                                                                        The Rev’d Jane C. Towne, Deacon 

Deacon                                                                                                                The Rev’d Beth Lipp, Deacon 

Deacon                                                                                                     The Rev’d Dr. Edward Wos, Deacon 
 

Administrator                                                                                                                              Dionne Nelson 

Music Director                                                                                                                                 Traci Juhala 

Organist                                                                                                                                           Arlene Gray 

Pianist                                                                                                                                        David Sorenson 
 

 

WELCOME ALL TO OUR LIVE STREAMING & IN-PERSON SERVICE 
 

We are honored that you are with us today. –Canon Hal  
 

Worship Service Schedule & Address 
 

Sundays: 10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rites I & II 
 

Wednesdays:  6:00 pm - last Wednesday of each month - Evensong 
 

https://www.facebook.com/St.Georges.Episcopal.Bismarck/ 

https://stgeorges-bismarck.org/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7YLPG2UcEykTodppaPhcnA 

 

St. George’s Episcopal Memorial Church 
 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday, 9 am to 2 pm with Covid protocols observed. 

Should you have a pastoral emergency or just want to visit, call Canon Hal at 605-390-3570 
 

Web site: www.stgeorges-bismarck.org 
 

E-mail: stgeorges@stgeorges-bismarck.org 
 

Phone Number: 701-223-1942 
 

Revised May 2021 
 

 

 
 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 


