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EVENING PRAYER, RITE I 
March 24, 2021 

Opening Scriptural Sentences (Officiant)                  BCP p. 61 
Thine is the day, O God, thine also the night; thou hast established the moon and the sun. Thou 
hast fixed all the boundaries of the earth; thou hast made summer and winter. Psalm 74:15,16 
 

Confession of Sin (Officiant and People)                   BCP p. 62 
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Officiant and People together, all kneeling as able 
 

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our 
    own hearts, 
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to 
    have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to 
    have done. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind 
in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen. 
 

Absolution (Officiant)           BCP p.  63 
The Officiant stands alone and says 
 

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins, true 
repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit.   Amen. 
 

The Invitatory and Psalter (Officiant/People)        BCP p.  63 

All stand as able 
 

Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 
People  O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

 



2 
 

Gloria Patri (Unison)           BCP p.  63 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen.  
 

O Gracious Light  (Unison) Phos hilaron                                              BCP p. 64 
 

O gracious Light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing thy praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Thou art worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
 

O Son of God, O Giver of life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 
 

Then follows 
 

Psalm 31:15-24                                                                                            BCP p. 623             
 

15 My times are in your hand; 
   deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors. 
16 Let your face shine upon your servant; 
   save me in your steadfast love. 
17 Do not let me be put to shame, O LORD, 
   for I call on you; 
let the wicked be put to shame; 
   let them go dumbfounded to Sheol. 
18 Let the lying lips be stilled 
   that speak insolently against the righteous 
   with pride and contempt. 
19 O how abundant is your goodness 
   that you have laid up for those who fear you, 
and accomplished for those who take refuge in you, 
   in the sight of everyone! 
20 In the shelter of your presence you hide them 
   from human plots; 
you hold them safe under your shelter 
   from contentious tongues. 
 

21 Blessed be the LORD, 
   for he has wondrously shown his steadfast love to me 
   when I was beset as a city under siege. 
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22 I had said in my alarm, 
   ‘I am driven far from your sight.’ 
But you heard my supplications 
   when I cried out to you for help. 
 

23 Love the LORD, all you his saints. 
   The LORD preserves the faithful, 
   but abundantly repays the one who acts haughtily. 
24 Be strong, and let your heart take courage, 
   all you who wait for the LORD. 
 

At the end of the Psalms is sung or said   
 

Glory to the Father (Unison)            BCP p. 64 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons 
 

The First Lesson (Reader)                              Revelation 7:13-17 
 

13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, robed in white, and where have 
they come from?’ 14I said to him, ‘Sir, you are the one that knows.’ Then he said to me, ‘These are 
they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb. 
 

15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
   and worship him day and night within his temple, 
   and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
   the sun will not strike them, 
   nor any scorching heat; 
17 for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd, 
   and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’ 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 

Canticle 12, A Song of Creation (Invocation, I & Doxology)                          BCP p. 88 
Invocation 
Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
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I    The Cosmic Order 
Glorify the Lord, you angels and all powers of the Lord, * 
    O heavens and all waters above the heavens. 
Sun and moon and stars of the sky, glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 

Glorify the Lord, every shower of rain and fall of dew, * 
    all winds and fire and heat. 
Winter and Summer, glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 

Glorify the Lord, O chill and cold, * 
drops of dew and flakes of snow. 
Frost and cold, ice and sleet, glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 

Glorify the Lord, O nights and days, * 
    O shining light and enfolding dark. 
Storm clouds and thunderbolts, glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
Doxology 
Let us glorify the Lord: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 

The Second Lesson (Reader)                                                    John 12:23-32 
 

23Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell 
you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it 
dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this 
world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will 
my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honour. 
 

27 ‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—“Father, save me from this hour”? No, it is 
for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.’ Then a voice came from 
heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’ 29The crowd standing there heard it and said 
that it was thunder. Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to him.’ 30Jesus answered, ‘This voice has 
come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgement of this world; now the ruler of this 
world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 
myself.’ 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
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The Homily               The Rev’d Canon Hal Weidman 
 

The Apostles’ Creed (Unison)                   BCP p. 66 
 

Officiant and People together, all standing, as able 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Prayers                    
 

The Lord’s Prayer (Unison)                 BCP p. 67 
The People stand or kneel, as able 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And with thy spirit. 
 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.  
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Suffrage A (Responsively)           BCP p. 67 
 

V.    O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
R.    And grant us thy salvation. 
 

V.    Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
R.    And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 

V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.    For only in thee can we live in safety. 
 

V.    Lord, keep this nation under thy care; 
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
 

V.    Let thy way be known upon earth; 
R.    Thy saving health among all nations. 
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
 

V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 

The Collect of the Day (Officiant)                                                                  BCP p. 68 
 

Look with compassion, O Lord, upon this your people; that, rightly observing this holy season, 
they may learn to know you more fully, and to serve you with a more perfect will; through Christ 
our Lord.Amen. 
 

A Collect for Protection (Officiant)                   BCP p. 70 
O God, who art the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who labor, 
and the repose of the dead: We thank thee for the timely blessings of the day, and humbly beseech 
thy merciful protection all the night. Bring us, we pray thee, in safety to the morning hours; through 
him who died for us and rose again, thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Prayer for Mission (Officiant)                    BCP p. 70 
O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also worship thee, all 
nations obey thee, all tongues confess and bless thee, and men and women everywhere love thee 
and serve thee in peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow 
 
 

The General Thanksgiving   (Unison)        BCP p. 71 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
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We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end.  Amen. 
 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  (Deacon)        BCP p. 72 
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication unto thee; and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son that when two 
or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 
the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge 
of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

The Dismissal    (Deacon)        BCP p. 72 
Then may be said 
 

 Let us bless the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 

Concluding Verse                              (Officiant)        BCP p. 73 
 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: 
Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus 
for ever and ever.  Amen.     Ephesians 3:20,21 
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