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EVENING PRAYER, RITE I 

Patrick of Ireland - Bishop & Missionary, 461 
March 17, 2021 

Opening Scriptural Sentences (Officiant)                  BCP p. 61 
Thine is the day, O God, thine also the night; thou hast established the moon and the sun. Thou 
hast fixed all the boundaries of the earth; thou hast made summer and winter. Psalm 74:15,16 
 

Confession of Sin (Officiant and People)                   BCP p. 62 
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Officiant and People together, all kneeling as able 
 

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our 
    own hearts, 
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to 
    have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to 
    have done. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind 
in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen. 
 

Absolution (Officiant)           BCP p.  63 
The Officiant stands alone and says 
 

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins, true 
repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit.   Amen. 
 

The Invitatory and Psalter (Officiant/People)        BCP p.  63 

All stand as able 
 

Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 
People  O Lord, make haste to help us. 
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Gloria Patri (Unison)           BCP p.  63 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen.  
 

O Gracious Light  (Unison) Phos hilaron                                              BCP p. 64 
 

O gracious Light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing thy praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Thou art worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
 

O Son of God, O Giver of life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 
 

Then follows 
 

Psalm 97:1-2, 7-12                                                                                               BCP p. 726             
 

1 The Lord is king! Let the earth rejoice; 
   let the many coastlands be glad! 
2 Clouds and thick darkness are all around him; 
   righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne. 
7 All worshippers of images are put to shame, 
   those who make their boast in worthless idols; 
   all gods bow down before him. 
8 Zion hears and is glad, 
   and the towns of Judah rejoice, 
   because of your judgements, O God. 
9 For you, O Lord, are most high over all the earth; 
   you are exalted far above all gods. 
10 The Lord loves those who hate evil; 
   he guards the lives of his faithful; 
   he rescues them from the hand of the wicked. 
11 Light dawns for the righteous, 
   and joy for the upright in heart. 
12 Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous, 
   and give thanks to his holy name! 
 

At the end of the Psalms is sung or said   
 

Glory to the Father (Unison)            BCP p. 64 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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The Lessons 
 

The First Lesson (Reader)                                  Ezekiel 36:33-38 
 

33 Thus says the Lord God: On the day that I cleanse you from all your iniquities, I will cause the 
towns to be inhabited, and the waste places shall be rebuilt. 34The land that was desolate shall be 
tilled, instead of being the desolation that it was in the sight of all who passed by. 35And they will 
say, ‘This land that was desolate has become like the garden of Eden; and the waste and desolate 
and ruined towns are now inhabited and fortified.’ 36Then the nations that are left all around you 
shall know that I, the Lord, have rebuilt the ruined places, and replanted that which was desolate; 
I, the Lord, have spoken, and I will do it. 
37 Thus says the Lord God: I will also let the house of Israel ask me to do this for them: to 
increase their population like a flock. 38Like the flock for sacrifices, like the flock at Jerusalem 
during her appointed festivals, so shall the ruined towns be filled with flocks of people. Then they 
shall know that I am the Lord. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 

Canticle 12, A Song of Creation (Invocation, I & Doxology)                          BCP p. 88 
Invocation 
Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 

I    The Cosmic Order 
Glorify the Lord, you angels and all powers of the Lord, * 
    O heavens and all waters above the heavens. 
Sun and moon and stars of the sky, glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 

Glorify the Lord, every shower of rain and fall of dew, * 
    all winds and fire and heat. 
Winter and Summer, glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 

Glorify the Lord, O chill and cold, * 
drops of dew and flakes of snow. 
Frost and cold, ice and sleet, glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 

Glorify the Lord, O nights and days, * 
    O shining light and enfolding dark. 
Storm clouds and thunderbolts, glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
Doxology 
Let us glorify the Lord: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
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In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 

The Second Lesson (Reader)                           1 Thessalonians 2:2b-12 
2but though we had already suffered and been shamefully maltreated at Philippi, as you know, we 
had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. 3For our 
appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, 4but just as we have been 
approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please 
mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. 5As you know and as God is our witness, we 
never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; 6nor did we seek praise from mortals, 
whether from you or from others, 7though we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. 
But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. 8So deeply do we 
care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our 
own selves, because you have become very dear to us. 
9 You remember our labour and toil, brothers and sisters; we worked night and day, so that we 
might not burden any of you while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. 10You are witnesses, 
and God also, how pure, upright, and blameless our conduct was towards you believers. 11As you 
know, we dealt with each one of you like a father with his children, 12urging and encouraging you 
and pleading that you should lead a life worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and 
glory. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 

Canticle 5, A Song of Simeon                                                                            BCP p. 66 
 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, * 
    according to thy word; 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, * 
    which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, * 
    and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

The Third Lesson (Reader)                Matthew 28:16-20   
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. 17When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. 18And Jesus came and said 
to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.’ 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
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The Homily                   The Rev’d Deacon Beth Lipp 
 

The Apostles’ Creed (Unison)                   BCP p. 66 
 

Officiant and People together, all standing, as able 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Prayers                    
 

The Lord’s Prayer (Unison)                 BCP p. 67 
The People stand or kneel, as able 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And with thy spirit. 
 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.  
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Suffrage A (Responsively)           BCP p. 67 
 

V.    O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
R.    And grant us thy salvation. 
 

V.    Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
R.    And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 

V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.    For only in thee can we live in safety. 
 

V.    Lord, keep this nation under thy care; 
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
 

V.    Let thy way be known upon earth; 
R.    Thy saving health among all nations. 
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
 

V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 

The Collect of the Day (Officiant)                                                                  BCP p. 68 
 

Almighty God, who in thy providence didst choose thy servant Patrick to be the apostle to the 
Irish people, to bring those who were wandering in darkness and error to the true light and 
knowledge of thee: Grant us so to walk in that way that we may come at last to the light of 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 
Ghost, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

A Collect for Protection (Officiant)                   BCP p. 70 
O God, who art the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who labor, 
and the repose of the dead: We thank thee for the timely blessings of the day, and humbly beseech 
thy merciful protection all the night. Bring us, we pray thee, in safety to the morning hours; through 
him who died for us and rose again, thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Prayer for Mission (Officiant)                    BCP p. 70 
O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also worship thee, all 
nations obey thee, all tongues confess and bless thee, and men and women everywhere love thee 
and serve thee in peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow 
 
 

The General Thanksgiving   (Unison)        BCP p. 71 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
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We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end.  Amen. 
 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  (Deacon)        BCP p. 72 
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication unto thee; and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son that when two 
or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 
the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge 
of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

The Dismissal    (Deacon)        BCP p. 72 
Then may be said 
 

 Let us bless the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 

Concluding Verse                              (Officiant)        BCP p. 73 
 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: 
Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus 
for ever and ever.  Amen.     Ephesians 3:20,21 
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