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The Burial of The Dead: Rite 2 
March 11, 2020 

Gwendolyn Lee Ball 
July 21, 1933 - March 7, 2020 

Saint George’s Episcopal Memorial Church 
Bismarck, ND 

 
Prelude                       Arlene Gray, Organist 
 

Processional Hymn #488                             Choir Recording 
Be Thou My Vision                       Slane 
 

All stand as they are able while one or more of the following anthems are sung or said. 
 
Anthems                       Book of Common Prayer (BCP) p, 491 
 

The Officiant says 
I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord. Whoever has faith in me shall have life, even though 
he die. And everyone who has life, and has committed himself to me in faith, shall not die for ever. 

As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives and that at the last he will stand upon the earth. 
After my awaking, he will raise me up; and in my body I shall see God. I myself shall see, and my 
eyes behold him who is my friend and not a stranger. 

For none of us has life in himself, and none becomes his own master when he dies. For if 
we have life, we are alive in the Lord, and if we die, we die in the Lord. So, then, whether we live or 
die, we are the Lord's possession. 

Happy from now on are those who die in the Lord! So it is, says the Spirit, for they rest from 
their labors. 
 

When all are in place, the Celebrant may address the congregation, briefly acknowledging the purpose of the gathering, 
and bidding their prayers for the deceased and the bereaved. 
 

The Purpose for the Burial Liturgy                 BCP p, 507 
 
The liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy. It finds all meaning in the resurrection. Because Jesus 
was raised from the dead, we too, shall be raised. 

The liturgy, therefore, is characterized by joy, in the certainty that "neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord." 

This joy, however, does not make human grief unchristian. The very love we have for each 
other in Christ brings deep sorrow when we are parted by death. Jesus himself wept at the grave of 
his friend. So, while we rejoice that one we love has entered into the nearer presence of our Lord, 
we sorrow in sympathy with those who mourn. 
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The Officiant then says 
  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 

O God of grace and glory, we remember before you this day our sister Lee. We thank you for 
giving her to us, her family and friends, to know and to love as a companion on our earthly 
pilgrimage. In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give us faith to see in death the 
gate of eternal life, so that in quiet confidence we may continue our course on earth, until, by your 
call, we are reunited with those who have gone before; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The people sit. 

 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 
The Old Testament Reading                                Wisdom 3:1-9 
3But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, 
and no torment will ever touch them. 
2 In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died, 
and their departure was thought to be a disaster, 
3 and their going from us to be their destruction; 
but they are at peace. 
4 For though in the sight of others they were punished, 
their hope is full of immortality. 
5 Having been disciplined a little, they will receive great good, 
because God tested them and found them worthy of himself; 
6 like gold in the furnace he tried them, 
and like a sacrificial burnt-offering he accepted them. 
7 In the time of their visitation they will shine forth, 
and will run like sparks through the stubble. 
8 They will govern nations and rule over peoples, 
and the Lord will reign over them for ever. 
9 Those who trust in him will understand truth, 
and the faithful will abide with him in love, 
because grace and mercy are upon his holy ones, 
and he watches over his elect. 
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Psalm 27 (In Unison)                                                                                          BCP p, 617 
 

Of David. 
1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
   whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
   of whom shall I be afraid? 
 

2 When evildoers assail me 
   to devour my flesh— 
my adversaries and foes— 
   they shall stumble and fall. 
 

3 Though an army encamp against me, 
   my heart shall not fear; 
though war rise up against me, 
   yet I will be confident. 
 

4 One thing I asked of the Lord, 
   that will I seek after: 
to live in the house of the Lord 
   all the days of my life, 
to behold the beauty of the Lord, 
   and to inquire in his temple. 
 

5 For he will hide me in his shelter 
   in the day of trouble; 
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 
   he will set me high on a rock. 
 

6 Now my head is lifted up 
   above my enemies all around me, 
and I will offer in his tent 
   sacrifices with shouts of joy; 
I will sing and make melody to the Lord. 
 

7 Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud, 
   be gracious to me and answer me! 
 
8 ‘Come,’ my heart says, ‘seek his face!’ 
   Your face, Lord, do I seek. 
 
9   Do not hide your face from me. 
Do not turn your servant away in anger, 
   you who have been my help. 
Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, 
   O God of my salvation! 
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10 If my father and mother forsake me, 
   the Lord will take me up. 
 

11 Teach me your way, O Lord, 
   and lead me on a level path 
   because of my enemies. 
 

12 Do not give me up to the will of my adversaries, 
   for false witnesses have risen against me, 
   and they are breathing out violence. 
 

13 I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord 
   in the land of the living. 
 

14 Wait for the Lord; 
   be strong, and let your heart take courage; 
   wait for the Lord! 
 
The New Testament Reading                            Revelation 7:1-9 
7After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds 
of the earth so that no wind could blow on earth or sea or against any tree. 2I saw another angel 
ascending from the rising of the sun, having the seal of the living God, and he called with a loud 
voice to the four angels who had been given power to damage earth and sea, 3saying, ‘Do not 
damage the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have marked the servants of our God with a seal 
on their foreheads.’ 
 

4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed, one hundred and forty-four thousand, sealed 
out of every tribe of the people of Israel: 
 

5 From the tribe of Judah twelve thousand sealed, 
from the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand, 
from the tribe of Gad twelve thousand, 
 

6 from the tribe of Asher twelve thousand, 
from the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand, 
from the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand, 
 

7 from the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand, 
from the tribe of Levi twelve thousand, 
from the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand, 
 

8 from the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand, 
from the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand, 
from the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand sealed. 
 

9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed 
in white, with palm branches in their hands. 
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The Gospel                   John 5:24-27 
Then, all standing, the Deacon or Minister appointed reads the Gospel, first saying 
  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

24Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life, 
and does not come under judgement, but has passed from death to life. 
25 ‘Very truly, I tell you, the hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice 
of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 26For just as the Father has life in himself, so he 
has granted the Son also to have life in himself; 27and he has given him authority to execute 
judgement, because he is the Son of Man. 
 

The Deacon or Minister appointed says 
  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Homily:                           The Rev. Canon Hal Weidman 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Officiant and People 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen.  

 

 
Prayers of the People: 
For our sister Lee, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, "I am Resurrection and I am Life." 
 

Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; draw near to us who mourn for Lee, and 
dry the tears of those who weep. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 

You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in our sorrow. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 

You raised the dead to life; give to our sister eternal life. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 

You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring our sister to the joys of heaven. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 

Our sister was washed in Baptism and anointed with the Holy Spirit; give her fellowship with all 
your saints. 
Hear us, Lord. 
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She was nourished with your Body and Blood; grant her a place at the table in your heavenly 
kingdom. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 

Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our sister; let our faith be our consolation, and eternal 
life our hope. 
 

Stillness follows. 
 

The Officiant concludes with one of the following or some other prayer. 
 

Father of all, we pray to you for Lee, and for all those whom we love but see no longer. Grant to 
them eternal rest. Let light perpetual shine upon them. May her soul and the souls of all the 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

 

The Commendation 
 

The Celebrant and other ministers take their places at the cremains. 
 

This anthem, or some other suitable anthem, or a hymn, may be sung or said 
 

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, 
where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting. 
 

You only are immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; and we are mortal, formed of the earth, 
and to earth shall we return. For so did you ordain when you created me, saying, "You are dust, and 
to dust you shall return." All of us go down to the dust; yet even at the grave we make our song: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, where sorrow and pain are no more, neither 
sighing, but life everlasting. 
 

The Officiant asperges the congregation in remembrance of their Baptism, then facing the cremains, says 
 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Lee. Acknowledge, we humbly 
beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. 
Receive her into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the 
glorious company of the saints in light. Amen. 
 

The Officiant may then bless the people 
 

As the cremains are borne from the church a hymn may be sung or said. 
 

Closing Hymn: #473                    Choir Recording 
Lift High The Cross                           Crucifer 
 

A Deacon or other Minister may dismiss the congregation, saying 
 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
Thanks be to God. 
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