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CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL OF LESSONS & CAROLS 
December 20, 2020 

 

St. George’s Episcopal Memorial Church 
 601 N 4th Street / PO Box 1241    

Bismarck, North Dakota 58502-1241 
701-223-1942 

stgeorges-bismarck.org 
 

St. George’s Mission Statement 

We are called by God: 
--to make Christ the center of our lives 

--to support one another in our journey with Christ 
--to serve the world in Christ’s Name 
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Christmas Festival of Lessons and Carols 
 

Prelude                     Organ/Piano Solo 
 

Opening Hymn     “Veni, Veni Emmanuel”                                                      12th Century Carol                                                                       
                                                                        (harmonization by Jason Thoms) - Dakota Pro Musica 
 

A Bidding Prayer   Traditional 
 

Beloved in Christ, in this Christmastide, let it be our care and delight to hear again the message of the 
Angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, and 
the Babe lying in a manger. Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God 
from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by this holy Child; and 
let us make this place glad with our carols of praise. But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; 
for peace and goodwill over all the earth; for the mission and unity of the Church for which he died, and 
especially in this country and within this city. 
 

And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his name the poor 
and the helpless, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; 
the aged and the little children; and all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who 
by sin have grieved his heart of love. Lastly, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and 
all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no one 
can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore 
are one. These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words which 
Christ himself hath taught us: 
 

Our Father . . . .  
 

Presider and People 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Presider 
 

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and unto the fellowship 
of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen. 
 

Presider 
 

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to the fellowship 
of the citizens above, may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen. 
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The Lessons 
 

Lesson 1:     Genesis 2: 4b-9, 15-25                                                                               Traci Juhala 
 

4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 
 

In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, 5when no plant of the field was yet in the 
earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the 
earth, and there was no one to till the ground; 6but a stream would rise from the earth, and water the 
whole face of the ground— 7then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being. 8And the Lord God planted a 
garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man whom he had formed. 9Out of the ground 
the Lord God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also 
in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
 

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16And 
the Lord God commanded the man, ‘You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 17but of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.’ 
 

18 Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his 
partner.’ 19So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air, 
and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called each living 
creature, that was its name. 20The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every 
animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. 21So the Lord God 
caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its 
place with flesh. 22And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and 
brought her to the man. 23Then the man said, 
‘This at last is bone of my bones 
   and flesh of my flesh; 
this one shall be called Woman, 
   for out of Man this one was taken.’ 
24Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one 
flesh. 25And the man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed. 
 

Carol:         “Jesus Christ the Apple Tree”            Elizabeth Poston                  Dakota Pro Musica 
 
Lesson 2:     Genesis 3:1-23                                                                                         Kate Hanlon 
 

3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to 
the woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall not eat from any tree in the garden”?’ 2The woman said to the 
serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; 3but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit 
of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” ’ 4But the serpent 
said to the woman, ‘You will not die; 5for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, 
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’ 6So when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took  
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of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes 
of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made 
loincloths for themselves. 
 

8 They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the 
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9But 
the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, ‘Where are you?’ 10He said, ‘I heard the sound of you 
in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.’ 11He said, ‘Who told you that you 
were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?’ 12The man said, ‘The 
woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.’ 13Then the Lord God 
said to the woman, ‘What is this that you have done?’ The woman said, ‘The serpent tricked me, and I 
ate.’ 14The Lord God said to the serpent, 
‘Because you have done this, 
   cursed are you among all animals 
   and among all wild creatures; 
upon your belly you shall go, 
   and dust you shall eat 
   all the days of your life. 
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
   and between your offspring and hers; 
he will strike your head, 
   and you will strike his heel.’ 
16To the woman he said, 
‘I will greatly increase your pangs in childbearing; 
   in pain you shall bring forth children, 
yet your desire shall be for your husband, 
   and he shall rule over you.’ 
17And to the man he said, 
‘Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, 
   and have eaten of the tree 
about which I commanded you, 
   “You shall not eat of it”, 
cursed is the ground because of you; 
   in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
   and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19 By the sweat of your face 
   you shall eat bread 
until you return to the ground, 
   for out of it you were taken; 
you are dust, 
   and to dust you shall return. 
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20 The man named his wife Eve, because she was the mother of all who live. 21And the Lord God made 
garments of skins for the man and for his wife, and clothed them. 
 

22 Then the Lord God said, ‘See, the man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil; and now, 
he might reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever’— 23therefore 
the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from which he was taken. 
 

Carol #54:   “Savior of the Nations, Come” (vs 1-2)     Nun Komm, Der Heiden Heiland  
                                                                                                                           St. George’s Choir 
 

Carol:          “Adam Lay Ybounden”                    Boris Ord                          Dakota Pro Musica 
 
Lesson 3:      Isaiah 40: 1-11                                                                                Keith Henderson 
 

40 Comfort, O comfort my people, 
   says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
   and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 
   that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
   double for all her sins. 
 
3 A voice cries out: 
‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
   make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 
   and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
   and the rough places a plain. 
5 Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
   and all people shall see it together, 
   for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.’ 
 
6 A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ 
   And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ 
All people are grass, 
   their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
7 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
   when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 
   surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers, the flower fades; 
   but the word of our God will stand for ever. 
9 Get you up to a high mountain, 
   O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
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lift up your voice with strength, 
   O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
   lift it up, do not fear; 
 

say to the cities of Judah, 
   ‘Here is your God!’ 
10 See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
   and his arm rules for him; 
his reward is with him, 
   and his recompense before him. 
11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
   he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, 
   and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 

Carol #67:     “Comfort, Comfort Ye, My People” (vs 1, 3)        Psalm 42      St. George’s Choir 
 
Lesson 4:         Isaiah 35: 1-10                                                                                Anne Reynolds 
 

35 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
   the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 
   and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
   the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
   the majesty of our God. 
 

3 Strengthen the weak hands, 
   and make firm the feeble knees. 
4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
   ‘Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God. 
   He will come with vengeance, 
with terrible recompense. 
   He will come and save you.’ 
 

5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
   and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
   and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
   and streams in the desert; 
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7 the burning sand shall become a pool, 
   and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
   the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 
 

8 A highway shall be there, 
   and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
the unclean shall not travel on it, 
   but it shall be for God’s people; 
   no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray. 
9 No lion shall be there, 
   nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, 
   but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 
   and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
   they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
   and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 

Carol:    “Rejoice, Rejoice Believers” (vs 1, 4)   Haf Trones Lampa Ferdig      St. George’s Choir 
 
Lesson 5:          Isaiah 7: 10-15                                                                                 Shawn Nelson 
 

10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or 
high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. 13Then Isaiah said: 
‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God 
also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear 
a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse 
the evil and choose the good. 
 

Carol #66:    “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” (vs 1-2)       Stuttgart           St. George’s Choir 
 
Lesson 6:          Luke 1: 26-58                                                                                     Linda Juhala 
 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. 28And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ 29But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, 
‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ 34Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this 
be, since I am a virgin?’ 35The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of  
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the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of 
God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 
month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.’ 38Then Mary said, 
‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed 
from her. 
 

39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40where she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child 
leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, 
‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to 
me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the 
child in my womb leapt for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of 
what was spoken to her by the Lord.’ 
 

46 And Mary said, 
‘My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47   and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
48 for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 
   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
   and holy is his name. 
50 His mercy is for those who fear him 
   from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
   and lifted up the lowly; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
   and sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
   in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
   to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 
 

56 And Mary remained with her for about three months and then returned to her home. 
 

57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58Her neighbours and relatives 
heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 
 

Carol #265:    “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” (vs 1-2)     Gabriel’s Message      
                                                                                                                           St. George’s Choir 
  



9 
 

 

Lesson 7:          Luke 2: 1-20                                                                                  Solveigh Barney 
 

2 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This 
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own 
towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, 
the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then 
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. 10But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.’ 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, 
14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
   and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 
 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ 16So 
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them. 
 

Carol:     “Mitt Hjerte Alltid Vanker” (vs 1-2)          Swedish Folk Song                     Traci Juhala 

 
Closing Hymn #107     “‘Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” (vs 1-2)                       In dulci jublio 
                                                                                                                            St. George’s Choir 
 
Seasonal Blessing 
 

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy season, 
scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. Amen. 
 

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, and 
make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen. 
 

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you his 
peace and favor. Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon us and remain 
with us for ever. Amen. 
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Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 

 

From our church family at St. George’s Episcopal Memorial Church 
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St. George’s Ministers 
 
Diocese of North Dakota                                                                                  Diocesan Standing Committee  
Assisting Bishop                                                                                          The Rt. Rev’d Keith B. Whitmore 
 
Ministers                                                                                                        All The People of St. George’s 
Rector                                                                                                          The Rev’d Canon Hal J. Weidman 
Canon                                                                                                                 The Rev’d Canon Zanne Ness 
Deacon                                                                                                        The Rev’d Jane C. Towne, Deacon 
Deacon                                                                                                                The Rev’d Beth Lipp, Deacon 
Deacon                                                                                                     The Rev’d Dr. Edward Wos, Deacon 
 
Administrator                                                                                                                              Dionne Nelson 
Music Director                                                                                                                                 Traci Juhala 
Organist                                                                                                                                           Arlene Gray 
Pianist                                                                                                                                        David Sorenson 
Nursery Attendant                                                                                                                      Abby Johnsrud 
 
St. George’s Choir Members                                                                                                        Traci Juhala 
                                                                                                                                                            Beth Lipp 
                                                                                                                                                    Anne Reynolds 
                                                                                                                                                      Shawn Nelson 
                                                                                                                                                        Jason Thoms 
                                                                                                                                                Alexandria Thoms 
                                                                                                                                                         Izaak Thoms 
                                                                                                                                                     Joshua Floberg 
                                                                                                                               Arlene Gray (organ & piano) 
                                                                                                                          David Sorenson (piano & guitar) 
 
SPECIAL THANK YOU  
Dakota Pro Musica                                                                                                            Jason Thoms, director 
                                                                                                                                              

 

 
https://www.facebook.com/St.Georges.Episcopal.Bismarck/ 

https://stgeorges-bismarck.org/ 
 
 

St. George’s Episcopal Memorial Church 
 

Office Hours: By Appointment Only Until Further Notice due to Covid 
Should you have a pastoral emergency or just want to chat, call Canon Hal at 605-390-3570 

 
 

Web site: www.stgeorges-bismarck.org 
 

E-mail: stgeorges@stgeorges-bismarck.org 
 

Phone Number: 701-223-1942 
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