September 2020

St George’s Re-Opens
St. George’s reopens to in-person
worship service, continues live
streaming
On June 21, 2020, St. George’s reopened to
limited in-person worship service, with one
service at 10 am on Sundays. The Holy
Eucharist Rite II is celebrated except for the
last Sunday of each month, at which time Rite
I is celebrated. The vestry suspended the
Wednesday evening service for the summer.
In mid-March 2020, the Standing Committee
of the Episcopal Diocese of North Dakota
directed all churches in the Diocese to suspend
in-person worship services due to the Covid-19
pandemic. While St George’s and other
churches in the Diocese have re-opened,
remaining open is dependent on the number of
active new cases of Covid-19.
For those who are not yet ready to re-join St.
George’s in person, the church continues to
offer worship services through our live
streaming platforms. Our Sunday 10 am
service is live streamed on the St. George’s
Facebook page, and on our own St. George’s
website. The live streaming service has been
well received, and we are happy for all who
join us!
- Dionne Nelson

From Canon Hal 

liturgies or “worship” are a communal response
to the sacred through activity reflecting praise,
thanksgiving, supplication, or repentance.

THOUGHTS ON LEADERSHIP AND
LITURGY: TAKE TIME TO THINK
ABOUT BOTH

It calls us to live out our call to discipleship
from the living Word, The Bible. All of our
liturgies that I pray, yes I said pray, seek to
connect the Holy Trinity with all so they can be
heard, understood, digested and shared.

I read a reflection years ago of Episcopal
Diocese of Georgia’s Bishop Scott Benhase
“Leadership in NOT a heresy-We just don't need
John Wayne”. In his article, he takes on Justin
Lewis-Anthony’s book, You are the Messiah
and I should know: Why Leadership is a Myth
(And probably a heresy).
Benhase contends, and I agree, that the reason
many of our parishes are not thriving is “because
our clergy and congregational leaders are not
equipped with the requisite skills to lead
effectively in a post-Christian context; a context
that requires them to jettison their role as a
chaplain to a declining church.”
Although I laud and have deep affection for my
seminary education and experience, it was
mostly academic. I learned to add more
descriptive terms to my writing, emit a ministry
of presence during life events, and reverently
lead/pray orthodox worship in the Episcopal
tradition of the Holy Trinity.
One challenge, among many, that I accepted
when answering the call as a priest in Christ’s
one, holy, catholic and apostolic church is to
tacitly and lovingly lead our members to be
willing to disciple others; others who are
different than they are. Another opportunity is to
motivate them to seeing the need to look beyond
their comfort zone towards Jesus as their guide
to not only love, but to accept others who don’t
attend our Sunday worship service—whether inperson or live-streamed.

Grace and peace,
- Canon Hal 

Season of Creation 2020
Renewing, repairing and restoring our
commitments to God, to one another and to
all of creation is the overall theme for this
season.
Weekly devotions for September 1 through
October 4, 2020.
They will be included in the weekly Sunday
bulletin. Please see page 6 for further
information, and watch for these devotions in
our weekly bulletin from these four
denominations.
- Canon Hal 

Contrary to popular—and inaccurate beliefs—
our Book of Common Prayer liturgies: are
deeply charismatic; are rooted in The Bible;
honor tradition and reflect our reformed
openness. They are not intended to entertain or
turn you into a “sappy happy tongue-speaking
fundamentalist”—not that there’s anything
wrong with that expression of Christianity…Our
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Important News from Vestry
Your Vestry met on Sept. 8th and had a long discussion about a proposal to restructure the
Diocese, which has significant implications for St. George’s future. We are facing a new
challenge.
Currently, the Diocese and St. George’s are sharing the salary and benefits provided for
Canon Hal on a 50-50 basis. Canon Hal is presently dividing his time between serving as our
Rector and serving the Diocese as its Canon Missioner. A report to be presented to the Diocesan Convention next month by the Diocesan Discernment Task Force includes a recommendation that the Diocese hire a full-time Diocesan Minister. When that position is filled,
the part-time Canon Missioner position will terminate and the arrangement with St. George’s
will shift from the current relationship of sharing Canon Hal’s compensation package to that
of the Diocese providing a grant to St. George’s, in a decreasing amount over the next three
years. Eventually, St. George’s is expected to fully-fund Canon Hal’s position as a full-time
rector.
We believe that this is likely to pass at Convention. Our intention is to be as honest and
transparent as we can as we communicate with the Standing Committee of the Diocese and
the Convention. We don’t believe that we have the ability to pay Canon Hal’s full salary, so
we don’t know what the future holds. This is what we do know: the Vestry is very happy with
Canon Hal and the job he has done as our priest. Relationships seem to be healthy and we
appreciate a sense of stability at St. George’s in spite of Covid-19 and all the changes the
pandemic has caused.
Our purpose in writing this is not to alarm, but to inform. You are encouraged to watch and
participate digitally in our Diocesan Convention this year…it is a turning point for the Diocese
and quite possibly for St. George’s.
We’ll be doing our stewardship campaign in October this year…now more than ever we need
a successful campaign and this will depend on all of us. Please pray for St. George’s and
the Diocese.
- Jane White

Your 2020 Convention Delegates

Hal Weidman
Zanne Ness
Beth Lipp
Ed Wos
Jane Towne
Mark Hanlon
Tom Hopkins
Joanne Lassiter
Tom Tudor
Andrea Stomberg
Traci Juhala
Dionne Nelson
Shawn Nelson
Jane White
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Vestry Updates
Vestry Meeting Highlights
May 12, 2020
It was announced that due to the positive COVID-19 test
result received by Canon Hal, and his quarantine and the
quarantine of our Deacons, that the Wednesday services
for May 13th and 20th had been cancelled, and that the
Sunday service for May 17 would be live-streamed from
the Washington National Cathedral. Information will be
provided to the members of this development. A full
discussion took place among the Vestry members of
how COVID-19 is affecting St. George’s, including
when and how the Church will reopen for public worship and other functions, and other related matters. As
decisions are made and updates received from the Diocese, information on these matters will be announced to
the Parish.
Several administrative decisions were made:
1. A digital platform for giving will be installed which
will allow members of the Parish and others, to, among
other features, make donations and set up recurring
pledge payments online. The system is Easy Tithe,
which is compatible with our existing financial software.
More details will be made available when this platform
is installed, initially on a trial basis.
2. The Finance Committee will meet with three financial management firms for interviews, and a recommendation will be made to the Vestry to hire one of these
firms to be the financial advisor for the Foundation.
3. The accounting firm of Brady Martz has been hired
to conduct a financial audit of St. George’s.
4. It was decided to move St. George’s operating account to American Bank Center, which also holds the
Foundation account.
An update on progress with the George House options
(demolition, sale, and remodeling) was provided. A final report will be forthcoming when all the necessary
information has been collected.
St. George’s hosted a noon meal of the Banquet at Trinity Lutheran Church on May 9th, and it was agreed to
host another meal at a date to be determined.

June 9, 2020
A regular meeting of the Vestry was held Tuesday, June
9th, at 6:30 PM. Highlights of matters approved and discussed include the following:
1. A new camera for live-streaming services has been
purchased; the purchase of hanging microphones and s
dedicated computer, also for streaming services, was
approved. These purchases were authorized to be made
from a dedicated account.

2. The online giving program is now in operation and is
available for use on St. George’s website.
3. Revenues are currently $582 ahead of budget for the
year. Members of the congregation are to be commended for their continuing financial support of St. George’s.
4. The Finance Committee taskforce is recommending
that Raymond James be retained to manage the Foundation accounts. A written recommendation will be submitted to the Vestry for approval.
5. The protocols for reopening were discussed.
(Subsequent to the Vestry meeting, a meeting was
scheduled to be held Saturday, June 20th, for members
of ministry groups to discuss the protocols.)
6. It was agreed to reopen St. George’s for public worship on Sunday, June 21st. The protocols approved at
the Special Vestry meeting on May 26th, will be in effect. The Church will be cleaned and sanitized prior to
this service and regular weekly cleaning will be performed before each subsequent service. There will be
one service each Sunday, at 10 AM; there will be no 8
AM Sunday services and no Wednesday services during
the summer.
7. Payment to the accounting firm of Brady Martz &
Associates of $3250 for an audit was approved.
8. It was announced that Bishop Whittemore would celebrate and preach at St. George’s on Sunday, June 14th.
- Tom Tudor, SW

Several of the old, long tables being stored at George
House will be donated to Hope Manor, a recovery advocacy group.
It was agreed that members of the Parish will be given
the opportunity to participate in future on-line Vestry
meetings.
- Tom Tudor, SW
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Vestry Updates - continued
July 14, 2020

August 11, 2020

A regular meeting of the Vestry was held Tuesday, July
14th, at 6:30 PM. Matters approved and discussed included the following:

A regular meeting of the Vestry was held Tuesday, August 11th, at 6:30 PM. Matters approved and discussed
included the following:

1. The Piecemakers will be honoring all St. George’s
veterans at a special worship service on Wednesday,
November 11th.

1. A possible sale of George House to Sanford to use as
a parking lot was under consideration, but Sanford is no
longer interested in pursuing this. Under consideration
Is a real estate listing and sale of George House.

2. Finance: The audit being performed by the accounting firm of Brady Martz is continuing. The on-line giving program is now available on St. George’s website.
The year-to-date operating revenues for the year are
$58,600, approximately $1900 below budget.
3. Several related building repair projects are currently
under review and will be addressed by the Vestry as bids
are received.
4. A dedicated computer and hanging microphones to
enhance the live-streaming of our worship services will
be ordered and will be installed as soon as they have
been received.
5. A protocol is being prepared which will allow those
attending the Sunday public worship services to receive
the consecrated Bread during Holy Communion.

6. A Foundation committee will be established to monitor and review reports and other information prepared
for St. George’s by the financial advisor (Raymond
James), review portfolio performance, review requests
for expenditures, and other matters relating to the Foundation. This committee will report to the Vestry.
7. The Vestry will pursue the possibility of having Sunday worship services recorded for later viewing on
KFYR or one of its affiliate television stations.
8. A summer outside worship service and picnic will
not be held this year.
- Tom Tudor, SW

2. The broadcasting of Sunday services on TV is being
explored. An agreement would be entered into with
KFYR TV. The terms of an agreement for this service
are being negotiated. A decision on whether to enter
into a contract with KFYR will be made when the terms
of the contract, including the cost to St. George’s, are
identified. An application will be submitted to the
North Dakota Episcopal Foundation to cover the probable cost. This opportunity will be pursued only if the
grant is received or specific contributions are received
for this evangelism ministry.
3. The Rev. John Floberg, President of the Diocesan
Standing Committee, gave a short presentation on the
Diocesan Discernment Task Force’s report which will
be discussed at the Annual Convention in October. The
Diocesan budget will phase out the cost-sharing agreement St. George’s has in place for funding ½ of our Rector’s salary and benefits. The goal is for St George’s to
take over 100% of Canon Hal’s compensation within
three years.
4. A presentation was given by representatives of HA
Thompson & Sons on the cost and benefits of installing
an air purifier system in the Church. Grant money for
the cost of this system is available from the State and
will be applied for. No decision will be made until action on the grant application is received.
5. Delegates to the Diocesan Convention are needed.
This will be a virtual meeting. Alternate delegates to the
triennial General Convention of the Episcopal Church
scheduled for next year are also needed. This will most
likely also be a virtual meeting. Parishioners interested
in attending either or both of these conventions should
contact Canon Hal or one of the Wardens, Tom or
Rusty.
6. A stewardship committee for this Fall’s pledge drive
is being formed. Parishioners interested in serving on
this committee should contact Canon Hal or one of the
Wardens, Tom or Rusty.
- Tom Tudor, SW
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DDTF Final Report
The long awaited final
report from the Diocesan Discernment Task
Force is now available.
There will be decisions
to be made concerning
this report at the Diocesan Convention in October. All congregations, their leadership and delegates to the Diocesan Convention are encouraged to
become familiar with the findings of the DDTF and
their recommendations that continue the Transition
that the Diocese has engaged. This year’s Convention will be held virtually throughout the Diocese on
October 23-24, 2020.
The full report can be found on the Diocesan website at the following location:
https://ndepiscopal.org/diocesan-discernment-taskforce-ddtf/
If you would like a copy emailed to you, please
email stgeorges@stgeorges-bismarck.org, or call the
church office. The report is 32 pages, and there are
accompanying documents on the website also.
- Dionne Nelson

Outreach Ministry
The Outreach Committee, on behalf of St.
George’s parishioners, were able to help support
four important organizations in our community
that are doing their best to serve many people in
need. The four organizations who received support from St. George’s are Ministry on the Margins, Hope Manor, Heaven’s Helpers Soup Kitchen, and Missouri Slope United Way. Each organization sent a personal Thank You note to our
church for our support. They are posted on the
bulletin board in the Narthex. - Dionne Nelson

Haiti Project
The St. George’s Outreach Committee recently decided
to match a gift from St. Peter’s, Williston, directed to
helping the children of St. Marc’s Parish school in Jeannette, Haiti. So, happily, a check for $400 was sent to
the Episcopal Diocese of Milwaukee to be directed to
providing food for the children of the school. When in
session, the school provides a hot lunch three days a
week- often the only hot meal the children get, and often a portion is taken home to share. It is important to
realize that almost every arable square foot of land in
and around the village is planted- to beans, corn, carrots, manioc, coffee, peppers and other vegetables, but a
multi-year drought and the closure of area markets due
to Covid have resulted in poor crops and an inability to
either sell or buy foodstuffs. School will be starting
early this year, in August, in an attempt to make up for
the months missed when school closed this spring.
This donation will provide 500 children three meals
for a week- it may not sound like much, but it is deeply
appreciated and needed.
Thank you to the committee, the good people of St. Peter’s, and to St. George’s for the opportunity to share
our treasure with children in Haiti. We are truly the
hands of God when we share with others in need.
Louwe Bondye ansam
chante allelujah!
Praise the
Lord together, singing
allelujah!
- Andrea
Stomberg

Photo:
Diocese of
Milwaukee
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Internship Award
Ms. Solveigh Barney, a member of St George’s in Bismarck, and incoming first year student at Macalester college in St Paul, Minnesota has
been awarded a Young Adult Small Group Internship. This internship is
made possible by a generous grant from Province VI of the Episcopal
Church.
The internships mission is: “inspired by our faith, let’s build communities that bring joy, love and healing to the world.”
The Small Group Interns will:
- Read The Art of Gathering and learn community organizing strategy.
- Form a group of 6-10 friends/classmates that will gather 5x/semester.
- Check-in with the other small group leaders 3x/semester for mutual
support.
WHY THIS INTERNSHIP IS IMPORTANT!
Groups let us know that we belong. They are places to tell stories, ask
questions, goof around and share life. Jesus’ ministry was all about gathering folks in small groups to show folks they are loved--no matter what.
This world needs the joy and healing that can come from small groups.
The small groups will focus on telling our own story and hearing the stories of others. We believe that starting with stories helps us build real friendships and strong communities.
Solveigh, also a member of the Episcopal Youth Event Planning Committee says, “I’m excited to
partake in the internship during this time in my life because I am transitioning into college which can be
both an interesting and anxious time. Having this opportunity will give me an outlet to a group centered in
the Episcopal faith all working together to produce authentic relationships.”
The internship will last from August through December.
- Canon Hal 

Graduate Solveigh Barney was presented
with a beautiful graduation quilt from the
Piecemakers. Thank you Piecemakers!
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Webinars
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Please join us Wednesday,
November 11, 2020 at 6 pm
as we honor our St. George’s members
who served in our country’s military.
We will have an evening prayer service followed
by a presentation to each veteran
to show our gratitude for their service.
Due to Covid-19 we are not able to have a sit-down
meal afterwards, however a light boxed meal
will be handed out as you leave.
More information to follow.

The Piecemakers

REMINDER: Pledges mailed into St. George’s church will be deposited twice a month –
the middle and end of each month during this time. Please mail pledges to: St. George’s
Episcopal Memorial Church, PO Box 1241, Bismarck ND 58502-1241. We encourage everyone to try the online giving at stgeorges-bismarck.org!

SECURE “TEXT TO GIVE” IS NOW AVAILABLE!
In addition to the online giving option on our website, St. George’s also offers a secure “Text
To Give” option! The number is 701-658-6042.
Enter this number in your cell phone contacts with the name “St Georges Text To Give”. Did
you know most people under the age of 35 don’t carry a checkbook and do most of their banking online?
That is why we are offering St. George’s Text To Give. Your phone is all you need to make a
donation.
When you select that number (701-658-6042) and text the word “give” it opens a link to SimpleChurch Giving (our online giving provider).
Tap on the link. You can make a one-time gift by entering your bank or credit card information.
Sign up for an account and create a password. Then you will have access to your giving record and the option to set up a recurring gift.
– Beth Lipp, Treasurer
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Digital Team
Fellow St. Georgians,
We hope you have been enjoying the live streaming
this summer as a way to stay connected to our
St.George’s. We’ve made significant improvements
and will continue working to make the experience
better all the time.
In late May the Vestry approved the purchase of a
new camera for testing where permanent cameras
should be mounted. The camera we purchased is a
Logitech Rally. The end use for this camera is to be
for video conferencing, Centering Prayer, training
sessions, etc. Due to testing, the current camera has
been positioned to the right side of the Nave as this
angle appears to work well for most of the service.
We are in the process of setting up networking and
other items in preparation for the eventual placement
of permanent cameras (2).
In late July, technicians literally reached “new
heights” while installing hanging microphones in the
altar ceiling area. They had to climb 16-18 feet up on
a ladder placed upon scaffolding to install these pen
sized devices.

Above: Technicians work to install 2 new, highly sensitive
microphones, one on each side. Below: The black arrow
points to one of the microphones., and the photo at the bottom is the tiny device.

St. George’s will always be a living church and we
want to preserve that in everything we do. When
coming into the church please do not worry about
“getting in the way” or “messing up a shot”. Please
continue as you would as if the cameras weren’t
there. We would point out that the new microphones
are very sensitive. We do want you to converse as if
the microphones weren’t there but because of their
sensitivity please just be aware that they pick up a
great deal. This is by design.
The equipment purchased has been possible through
a donation, and all of St. George’s is very grateful to
this donor. Your donation is a Godsend, and we
THANK YOU so much for your kind donation!
THANK YOU also to another donor for your gracious donation of a laptop to help with live streaming and office work! Another Godsend!
As things are finalized, others will be trained to do
the live streaming of worship services. Thank you to
Jody & Tom who have volunteered.
Blessings,

Ted, Dionne, Shawn, & Jody
St. George's Digital Team (SGDT)
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Volunteer Opportunities
We need more St. Georgians to be
part of our ministries. If you feel
called to one of the following opportunities, please contact me.
Thank you for your interest and for
volunteering.
- Canon Hal

Delegates to “Possibly Virtual”
General Convention
Alternate delegates to “potentially virtal” Episcopal Church General Convention, Baltimore, MD currently planned
from June 30 to July 9, 2021

Vestry Members
Vestry Members
Senior Warden
tstudor@bis.midco.net

Tom Tudor
701-258-1756

Past Senior Warden
kayak121@hotmail.com

Jane White
701-471-2660

Junior Warden
rst3722@gmail.com

Rusty Towne
701-226-3395

Foundation Treasurer
zoetillotson@msn.com
Parish Treasurer
blipp@bis.midco.net
Clerk

Vestry Members
Vestry members for 2021

Stewardship Committee Members –
new!
Stewardship Committee members for
2020

Vestry Member

Steve Tillotson
701-425-6978
Beth Lipp
701-426-7583
Volunteer
Vacant

Vestry Member
jgendron12@hotmail.com

Josh Gendron
701-426-0473

Vestry Member
mandkhanlon@bis.midco.net

Mark Hanlon
701-319-9350

Vestry Member
kdhender22@yahoo.com

Mary Henderson
701-220-8789

Vestry Member
andrea.stomberg@yahoo.com

Andrea Stomberg
701-258-1657

Vestry Member
amy.juhala@icloud.com

Amy Juhala
701-400-6713
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Contact Information

Live Stream Worshipping

The church office hours are Monday - Thursday, 9
am to 2 pm. If you have a pastoral emergency, or
just wish to chat, please call Canon Hal Weidman
at 605-390-3570.

How to access St. George’s
live stream worship services:

Due to Covid-19, working at home days and pastoral emergencies, we encourage you to call the office before stopping in.

1) Open a browser (Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer, etc.).
2) Type “facebook.com/
St.Georges.Episcopal.Bismarck” and
press Enter. Don’t type quotes.
3) Just scroll down on the Home page, and
the video should appear. Note there will
be a banner at the bottom of the screen if
you are not logged in. As soon as you
log in, the banner will disappear.
4) If you are not logged in, you will be able
to watch the live stream only. If you are
logged into your account, you will be
able to comment and react to the video.

Pray, take care, and stay well.

Facebook

St. George’s website

ALL SERVICES ARE LIVE STREAMED
AT ST. GEORGE’S WEBSITE, AND OUR
FACEBOOK PAGE:
https://www.facebook.com/
St.Georges.Episcopal.Bismarck/
https://stgeorges-bismarck.org/

1) Open a browser (Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer, etc.).
2) Type “stgeorges-bismarck.org” and press
Enter. Don’t enter the quotes.
3) The St. George’s website will appear, and
the video will automatically play at the
service start time!
If you have any feedback, the St. George’s
Digital Team (SGDT) welcomes it. This is a
learning process, and we hope we are continually improving the live stream videos for
you, our church family.
Please send feedback to Dionne at
stgeorges@stgeorges-bismarck.org and she
will share it with the team.
Thank you!

Ted, Dionne, Shawn, & Jody
St. George’s Digital Team
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In Service to St George’s
A heartfelt THANK YOU to all of the following
for their help and service to the church!
Acolytes

Tom Tudor
Solveigh Barney
Hannah Gendron
Keanna Maxon
Jody Simmons
Patrisha Schumacher
Nathaniel Schumacher
Ian Combs

Lectors
Tom Tudor
Jane White
Colette Randolph
Solveigh Barney
Kate Hanlon
Jacinda Simmons
Keith Henderson
Justin Berger
Abby Tillotson
Darlene Anagnost

Amy Juhala
Joanne Lassiter
Jody Simmons
Claudia Schoelkopf
Anne Reynolds
Carol Kitko
Liv Berger
Hannah Gendron
Dionne Nelson
Shawn Nelson

Ushers
Jackie Napper
Shirel Zillier
Jody & Jaciinda Simmons
Tom & Sharon Tudor
Jan Beck
Mary Schuler
Tom & Sherrie Hopkins
Matt & Kristin Koch

Altar Guild

Melissa Schoellkopf
Claudia Schoellkopf
Jacinda Simmons
Sandy Johnson
Sharon Tudor
Tammy Enockson
Janae Pinks

Choir & Music Ministry
EMs
Tom Tudor
Jane White
Colette Randolph
Solveigh Barney

Amy Juhala
Joanne Lassiter
Jody Simmons

Traci Juhala
Beth Lipp
Anne Reynolds
Claudia Schoellkopf
Shawn Nelson
Arlene Gray
David Sorenson
Jason Thoms & family
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