Nov/Dec 2019 & Jan 2020

From Canon Hal 
The Meaning of Epiphany
The church celebrates Epiphany on
January 6th each year, twelve days after
Christmas Day. On Epiphany, we recall the
arrival of the wise men to visit the newborn
baby Jesus. The season of Epiphany
stretches from January 6th until the
beginning of Lent—Ash Wednesday. The
season varies because the day of Easter
changes yearly. Epiphany might be as long
as nine weeks or as short as four weeks.
Although Epiphany does not get as
much press as the preceding seasons of
Advent and Christmas, it is still an
important time of the church year. After all
of
the
liveliness
of
the
December
celebrations begin to diminish; Epiphany
reminds us Christmas is just the beginning
of the story. Let’s look into three symbols
which are present in the Sunday Bible
readings for the Epiphany season.
The Magi
While worldly culture generally celebrates
Christmas on a single day, the church
extends the celebration of Jesus’ birth until
the arrival of the magi on January 6th. Most
of us are familiar with the story of the wise
men from the popular hymn We Three
Kings…they follow a star to find the Christ

child and bring him gold, frankincense, and
myrrh (Matthew 2:1-12).
Epiphany is a good opportunity to go
deeper on some of the details of the story
that make the magi so remarkable.
First, the wise men are paying attention.
They “observed his star at its rising” and
realized it was a sign (Matthew 2:2).
Second, the wise men trust God’s
guidance. They leave their country and
travel a great distance without knowing
exactly where they are going. After finding
the Christ child, the three kings are
warned in a dream not to return to Herod
and they diligently leave “for their own
country by another road” (Matthew 2:12).
Third, the magi humbled themselves at the
sight of an infant king in a manger, “they
saw the child with Mary his mother; and
they
knelt
down
and
paid
him
homage” (Matthew 2:11). Despite the odd
circumstances, a baby born to an unwed,
un-wealthy mother in a barn, the magi
presented Jesus with gifts fit for a king
born under very different circumstances.
This beautiful, odd story foretells the
many ways Jesus’ life will reverse worldly
expectations. Despite how the Holy Family
might appear to the townsfolk of Bethlehem,
the magi’s visit identifies Jesus as a king.
Furthermore,
the
magi
have
crossed
international borders. They come from a
foreign country to mark Jesus as a king for all
people.

Revealing Jesus
Beginning with the visit of the magi and the
Baptism of our Lord, the lectionary for the
season of Epiphany reveals more and more
about Jesus as the weeks go by. The stories
of Epiphany depict Jesus as a king, the Son of
God, a leader, a healer, and a teacher. There
is certainly continuity within this season, the
theme of revelation ties the season together
as we encounter different layers of Jesus’
identity, but there is also great flexibility
within Epiphany. Teaching topics could vary
from how Jesus is revealed in our lives today
to a series on the Baptismal Covenant or the
healing power of faith.

Baptism and The Trinity
On the first Sunday after Epiphany, we
celebrate the Baptism of our Lord. It is an
especially appropriate day for baptism (See
BCP 312) and a good opportunity to teach
about the Trinity. It is one of the few places
in scripture where all three persons of the
Trinity are revealed together: as Jesus is
being baptized a spirit descends on him and a
voice says,
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with
you I am well pleased” (Mark 1:11). Jesus is
revealed as the Son of God and the third
person of the Trinity. These lessons provide a
good opportunity to teach about what the
Baptism of our Lord reveals about Jesus and
what our baptism reveals about us.

We will elect one person at large each year to
be on the Vestry, rather than the two that have
been serving. This will be implemented over a
period of three years, so the change will be
gradual. The Vestry will then consist of 8
people instead of 11.

Grace and peace,
Canon Hal 

Church Vestry Update

The Vestry voted to gradually decrease the size
of the Vestry. This requires a by-laws
change. The changes will be read twice in
church before they are voted upon by the
Vestry.

Also, when a new Foundation Treasurer needs
to be elected, that person will be elected from
the parish rather than the Vestry.
If you have questions or concerns regarding
these changes, please contact Jane White (471
-2660).
If you are interested in being on the Vestry,
please contact Jan Beck or Jane White.

2

to heaven. Let this be called the tree
of the Christ-child; gather about it, not
in the wild wood, but in your own
homes; there it will shelter no deeds
of blood, but loving gifts and rites of
kindness.” Much later, Martin Luther
compared the twinkling ornaments
and lights (in his time they were
candles) to the stars which shone
above the manger in Bethlehem.

Christmas Customs
Our Christmas customs reflect the cultures
which Christianity has transformed, and we
should revel in that fact. People are very
conservative when it comes to beloved
traditions, they want to keep them going
because it connects them to family and
friends and perceived happy days of times
past. When Christian missionaries in
Europe, for example, encountered our
ancestors they often allowed certain
traditions to continue but from a new,
Christian, frame of reference.

3. Mistletoe was considered the plant of
hope and peace by the Romans. It, too
became symbolic of Jesus’s birth,
which brought hope and peace to the
world. In ancient Europe, Holly was
used by the Romans in their midwinter festival, and Christians adopted
the wreath of holly to symbolize the
crown of thorns, and its red berries
the drops of Christ’s blood.

1. Evergreen boughs were used in the
Celtic, Norse, and Roman cultures
around the winter solstice to
symbolize eternal life. It was easy,
therefore, to change the meaning to
the ever-living life of Christ. A wreath
of evergreens was a symbol of Freya,
the Nordic goddess who ruled over
the afterlife. With the coming of the
Christian missionaries it became the
symbol of Jesus’ eternal divinity, ever
living and without beginning or end.

4. According to ancient histories, Saint
Nicholas, the Bishop of Myra (whose
relics are now at Bari, in Southern
Italy, and in Venice), who became our
Santa Claus, provided dowries to girls
whose families could not afford them.
The legend grew up that once, when
he threw a small bag of gold through
the window of one of the houses of a
needy girl, the bag landed in a
stocking hung to dry by the fireplace.
Hence, the ever-popular Christmas
stocking.

2. In the 8th century, Saint Boniface, who
was born in the Anglo-Saxon
kingdom of Wessex in England, came
to Germany to evangelize the pagans.
He encountered the custom of
sacrificing people to the pagan gods at
the foot of trees. Going to a sacred
tree with his monk companions,
Boniface chopped down the tree and
then pointed to a small fir, and said,
“This little tree, a young child of the
forest, shall be your holy tree tonight.
It is the wood of peace… It is the sign
of an endless life, for its leaves are
evergreen. See how it points upward

The reason for the seasons of Advent and
Christmas is, of course, Our Lord Jesus
Christ. All of our Christmas preparations
and customs are there to remind us of Him,
and tell us who He is. Our gifts are His gifts,
our love is His love, and our celebrations are
about Him. So enjoy the season, and
worship Him in your enjoyment.
- Canon Hal 
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exquisite collection at the Islamic Museum, along
with its excellent and knowledgeable docent, gave
most of us our first close look at Islamic art- mostly
Persian, but including chess pieces, paintings and
beautiful glass lamps such as we later saw at the
Haram al Sharif.
As we ventured further into the West Bank we saw
the newly discovered, thousand-year old, eight-foot
tall angel mosaic in the Church of the Nativity,
Bethlehem, revealed during a cleaning and
restoration effort. Her mother of pearl, silver and
gold tiles positively glowed in the light of the
basilica. Other pilgrimage sites we visited in the
West Bank included those near Nazareth (see
photo of Hagar fleeing with Ishmael), Jericho and
Galilee.
The political realities of the country are always
sharp, but they particularly came home to us as we
viewed the protest art at the wall of separation in
Bethlehem. The wall, which was built by the Israeli
government to isolate Palestinian villages, is in
evidence throughout much of the area we
travelled. It was also surprising to most of us that
travel was heavily constrained during the Jewish
holiday of Yom Kippur, and we stayed an extra day
in Nazareth, until sundown, when the holiday
ended and the roads and checkpoints were again
open to traffic.

Art in the Holy Land
Art in the Holy Land: From the Sublime to the
Ridiculous - Andrea Stomberg
In early October St. George’s College, Jerusalem,
hosted Dr. Barbara Boehm, Curator of the
Metropolitan Museum of Art’s Cloister collection of
medieval art, to teach a course on Christian,
Muslim and Jewish art in Jerusalem and West
Bank towns.
Dr. Boehm gave a number of lectures, and our
group of 24 visited well-known pilgrimage sites, as
well as the LA Mayer Museum of Islamic Art and
the Israel and Rockefeller Museums. St. George’s
good relationship with the Muslim community
allowed the group access to the Dome of the Rock
and al Aqsa mosque on the Haram al Sharif, areas
not typically open to Christian tourists, and which
are stunningly beautiful.

Thanks to a college employee, Lara Koutoujian,
and Dr. Boehm’s connections, we had an
extensive tour of the Armenian Church of St.
James in Jerusalem which did not disappoint with
its heavy decoration and sweet-faced baby Jesus’s
reflected in many icons and wall paintings.
Orthodox monk Fr. Steven took us on a tour of the
entire campus, including the area that housed
Armenians fleeing their country’s genocide in the
1920’s, and the school and playing fields that are
still in use. The “Holy Archangels” posted on the
monastery wall (below), reminded us that art
continues to evolve in this land that so richly
reflects the time that Jesus walked here.

Having an expert unravel the art of this land
allowed me to approach the pilgrimage sites with a
much greater appreciation for the deep history of
the art, symbols, and the reflections of biblical
passages in the icons and paintings. The small but

The course offerings of St. George’s College can
be seen at their web site,
www.saintgeorgescollegejerusalem.com, include
this course and many other pilgrimages and
explorations of biblical history, based out of their
lovely campus near Jerusalem’s Old City.
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Diocesan Convention
Convention Thoughts
As the Diocese of North Dakota, and many of
our parishes, are in flux this year, so the 2019
Convention seemed a bit different to me. The
focus was to support the Diocesan Discernment Task Force as they move toward organizational recommendations to present the summer of 2020. Rev. Thad Bennet, the consultant assisting in this endeavor, spoke to the
group twice, and echoed the thoughts of the
Bishop Sean Rowe (Northwestern Pennsylvania and Western New York) that we should not
build our own "golden calf", defaulting to old
patterns, but rather seek to understand what
God is doing in North Dakota, and new ways to
organize to do his work with our existing resources. I found this analogy compelling, and
although I think this will be a difficult process, I
look forward eagerly to the process and the
outcome.

The angels in Bethlehem

- Andrea Stomberg

United Thank Offering

Hagar flees with Ishmael in Nazareth

The United Thank Offering (UTO) grew out of
early efforts to support missionary outreach in
the Episcopal Church. Women had always
been the organizers and promoters of these
efforts of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary
Society, and were among the first missionaries. Women were excluded by policy from
serving on the Board of Missionary Society and
its committees until early in the 20th century,
and so formed auxiliary bodies. One of these
auxiliaries grew into the UTO. The UTO's first
action in 1889 was to fund construction of a
small church in Anvik, Alaska- reminding me of
the UTO grant recently used to
help rebuild the small church in
Fort Yates.

The Holy Archangels at the Armenia church
Photos courtesy of Andrea Stomberg
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North Dakota has received money for more
than 40 projects over time- from rebuilding St.
James in Ft. Yates, repainting St. Peter's in
Williston, to repairing flood damage in Minot. In 2019, money was granted to South Dakota for the development of a version of the
Book of Common Prayer in Lakota. What
needs do we see that could be met with a
UTO grant?

Thank You

Thank you for your support of the UTO, and, if
you have ideas for a UTO grant, let’s write
one!
- Andrea Stomberg

Confirmation/Reception
Classes
BISHOP KEITH’S VISIT: MARCH 8TH

A Thank You social was held for Jody Simmons on December 8, 2019 for his services to
the church.

Since Diocesan Convention and the bishop’s
visit were cancelled back in October, I have been
asked by many of you when classes would begin
again. Well, I’m happy to announce that Bishop
Keith Whitmore will be visiting St. George’s, Sunday, March 8th. So, confirmation and reception
classes will begin again at 9 am on Sunday, January
19th.

Annual Meeting
The Annual Meeting of St. George’s
Episcopal Memorial Church will be
held on Sunday, January 26th, starting
at 10 am. A meal will be catered.
All reports must be submitted to
Dionne at the church office no later
than January 17th, please.

This class, while open to all, is especially tailored for those who are new to our Episcopal traditions and for those who are seeking membership.
The journey to full membership ends with the sacramental rite of confirmation (or reception—if you’ve
made an adult affirmation of faith in another Christian denomination).

Bishop Keith, “Acting” Bishop of the Diocese of North Dakota, will welcome inquirers into
being an Episcopalian by the laying on of hands on
Sunday, March 8th at the 10 am Eucharist.
I invite everyone who is interested in learning
more about being a Christian in the Episcopal tradition—whether you are new to
St. Paul’s or not—to attend the
class.

NOTE: There will be ONE Eucharist
at 9 am.

Grace and peace,
Canon Hal 
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Ministry Opportunities

Contact Information

There are currently many opportunities for getting involved in ministry, both at St. George’s
and the Diocese. Now is the time to join in a
ministry or two you’ve always thought and
prayed about joining. You will be blessed in
the service of the Most High!
St. George’s—tell me if you’re interested—
Acolytes (including crucifers, torch bearers,
thurifers, book bearers, AND boat bearers;
Altar Guild; Choir; Cooking Club; Counters;
Eucharistic (Ministers and Visitors);
Lectors; Spiritual Formation Leaders
(Children, Youth, Young Adults, and Adults);
Committee (Finance, Outreach, Pastoral Care
and Receptions); Little Free Food Pantry;
Nursery Helpers (>11 years old, with parental
approval for those <16); and Ushers
(especially 8 am service).

Canon Hal 
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To All Who Serve...

Lectors
Tom Tudor
Jane White
Colette Randolph
Solveigh Barney
Kate Hanlon
Jacinda Simmons
Keith Henderson
Justin Berger
Abby Tillotson
Darlene Anagnost

A heartfelt THANK YOU to all of the
following for their help and service to the
church during the months of November &
December 2019 (and now January 2020)!
Acolytes
Tom Tudor
Solveigh Barney
Hannah Gendron
Keanna Maxon
Jody Simmons
Patrisha Schumacher
Nathaniel Schumacher
Ian Combs

Ushers

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Jackie Napper
Shirel Zillier
Hopkins Family
Jody & Jaciinda
Simmons
Tom & Sharon
Tudor
Jan Beck
Mary Schuler
Tom & Sherrie Hopkins
Matt & Kristin Koch

November Birthdays
1
2
4
8
9
14
15
16
17
18
20
24

EMs
Tom Tudor
Jane White
Colette Randolph
Solveigh Barney

Amy Juhala
Joanne Lassiter
Jody Simmons
Claudia Schoelkopf
Anne Reynolds
Carol Kitko
Mark Lehr
Liv Berger
Hannah Gendron

Amy Juhala
Joanne Lassiter
Jody Simmons

26
27
30
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Alison Harries
Stockten Skinner
Ellen Kelsch
Taylor Lassiter
Ashley Nelson
Canon Hal Weidman
Zachary Flurer
Tiffany Towne
Brianna Carlson
Ken Nicola
A'Lyce Towne Balzer
Janet Pinks
Krista Reynolds
Nancy Englerth
Anne Reynolds
Tom Tudor
Rusty Towne
Hannah Gendron
Annie Beck
Ethel Hagburg
Kate Hanlon
Willow Doll
Adalynn Neigum

December Birthdays
1
7
10
12
13
14
15
16
17
19
21
23
25

Jane Harrison
Jre'ven Skinner
Andrew Reynolds
Norma Boutrous
Ellee Koch
Tayte Bender
Chelsea Hudson
Averie Gendron
Arlene Gray
Kylee Ann Olson
Cory Schatz
John Ringland
Elizabeth Zillier
Jan Beck
Virginia Olson
Avery Wos

November Anniversaries
12
14
19
20
22
23

Justin & Liv Berger
Ron & Joyce Tello
Canon Hal & Michelle Weidman
Drew & Janelle Combs
Virginia Luger (Ordination 1996)
Jane Towne (Ordination 2001)

December Anniversaries
15
Canon Hal Weidman (Ordination 2002)
29 Don & Beth Johnson

January Anniversaries
20 Herb & Lillian Wilson

January Birthdays
1
2
4
5
10
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
23
25
28
29
31

Biar Panchol
Abigail Johnsrud
Anna Hopkins
Andrew Reynolds
Sherrie Hopkins
Tana Banker
Dionne Nelson
Carol DeWall
Irene Iverson
Dolly Luger
Peter White
David Gray
Alei Panchol
Pamela Helphrey
Virginia Luger
Jacinda Simmons
Peter Woodrow
Karen Palaniuk
Juan Gonzalez
Rick Olson
Keira Knight
Laura Schumacher
Janel Welch
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