February - May 2020

New Members
Bishop Whitmore Receives Six
New St. Georgians
During Assisting Bishop Keith Whitmore’s recent
visit to St George’s, he confirmed and received
new communicant members of St George’s.
Aeriana Jasmine Haggin, Asiah Jade Gross, and
Hannah Leigh Gendron were confirmed and
Dionne Marie Nelson, Shawn Robinson Nelson,
and Ronald Dean Tello were received into
membership during the Holy Eucharist service.
May everyone welcome them to our midst when
we see each other in worship again. We also
celebrated St. George’s and my renewed ministry
together.
Grace and peace,
- Canon Hal 

Continued from Page 1...

From Canon Hal 
A Primer on the First Letter of The Apostle Peter
Throughout the Easter season (Eastertide) this year our
second reading (Epistle) is from the First Letter of The
Apostle Peter.

CONFIRMED: Hannah Gendron, Asiah
Gross, Aeriana Haggin. Photo: Tom Tudor

In this letter he writes to a suffering church. He
encourages Christians to have faith, imitate Jesus, do
good, endure any sufferings for their faith that come their
way, and resist retaliating against those who speak
against them.
The believers had been scattered throughout Asia Minor
(most of modern-day Turkey). Peter writes to them with
the love of a pastor who is caring for his flock as a
shepherd cares for his sheep or as a mother cares for her
children.
Peter identifies with their pain without being evasive or
fatalistic. He speaks very directly about their suffering.
He refers to their suffering some 16 times as he brings
them comfort and practical counsel. His teaching can be
summarized in the words of the Apostle Paul, “For I
consider that the sufferings of the present time are not
worthy to be compared with the glory which will be
revealed in us” (Romans 8:18).

RECEIVED: Dionne Nelson, Ron Tello,
Shawn Nelson. Photo: Tom Tudor

And within this context, Peter speaks about hope. In fact,
hope is a central theme in this epistle. When we live our
lives as strangers upon the earth—and socially-distancing
ourselves from others—and when we live in constant
communion with God, we can enjoy the life of hope
regardless of the external circumstances and the present
sufferings.
However, Peter is not only writing toe comfort Christians
who have known suffering, but he is preparing them for
increased suffering which is about to come under the
deranged hand of Nero, the infamous emperor of Rome.
As many of our Christian brothers and sisters are
suffering for their faith in Jesus in other parts of the
world, it is possible that we, too, will face increased
suffering in the days, weeks, months ahead—due to the
current COVID-19 pandemic and its predicted
resurgence next Fall. Therefore, his words of instruction
are also appropriate for us today.
We would do well to study this book rationally. Our
concern should not be only for what our Lord was saying
to Peter’s contemporaries through this letter, but what he
is saying to us personally. We need to be strengthened
and encouraged in the faith in the same way as the early
Christians were.

Welcome also to Joyce Tello, who transferred to St.
George’s!

Grace and peace,
Canon Hal 
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Dear Diocesan Community,
The Standing Committee Members met by Zoom Teleconference April 30, 2020 and
have made the following resolution:
Resolved: With input from clergy throughout the diocese, the Standing Committee believes that Jesus’ call to love our neighbor leads us to continue restrictions on regular
public worship or any use of our facilities through the end of May with the hope that,
by then, the number of positive COVID-19 cases in North Dakota will be going down
rather than up. This additional time can be used by congregations to think through, and
plan for, worship in the summer.
Please refer to the original announcement sent out and posted on March 17 for the detailed guidelines which will continue to remain in place.
Don Henderson
Secretary of the Standing Committee
Looking Forward…
Greetings, St. George’s Community!
As summer approaches, I’d love to hear from
all of you with your favorite hymns. I will use
as many as I can when planning music for summer services. The hymns do not have to come
from our Hymnal 1982, but be sure to include as
much information as possible.
You can email your hymn
choices directly to me at
cloudslippers@hotmail.com.
Thank you, and take care
all! - Traci Juhala, Music Director

The approved 2020 budget included a line item specifically to support outreach projects, funded at
$500, and recently supplemented by an anonymous
donation. This outreach is not intended to “take
over” any of the numerous on-going outreach efforts
of the church which are funded through special requests or fund raisers.

Rather, this enables a committee of parishioners to
consider monetary support to organizations working
in this community, state, country, or overseas.
To this end, the committee has met and determined
to support several existing efforts in the Bismarck
area experiencing extraordinary demands due to the
disruptions of the coronavirus. This support is sent
on behalf of the entire congregation of St. George’s,
in the amount of $200 each to Ministry on the Margins, Heaven’s Helpers Soup Cafe and Hope Manor.
Additionally, $150 from the North Dakota Episcopal
Foundation grant the church received to fund meals
at the United Way’s Homeless Shelter will be sent to
the United Way to continue their work in the community, now that the shelter is closed.
Remaining funds have been reserved for future use.
If you have questions or suggestions, or wish to join
the committee, please feel free to contact any of the
committee members. These include Jane White, Jan
Beck, Beth Lipp, Andrea Stomberg, Colette Rudolph, Jacinda Simmons, Bonnie Gorder-Hinchey,
Shirel Zillier and Jan Maddock. - Andrea Stomberg
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Pentecost - May 31st

Graduation

Pentecost—a definition:

Solveigh graduates and heads off to college!

The
term
means
“fiftieth day.” It is used
in both the Old Testament and the New Testament. In the Old Testament it refers to a
feast of seven weeks
known as the Feast of
Weeks. It was apparently an agricultural event
that focused on the harvesting of first fruits. Josephus, the historian, referred to Pentecost as the
50th day after the first day of Passover. The term
is used in the New Testament to refer to the
coming of the spirit on the day of Pentecost
(Acts 2:1), shortly after Jesus’s death, resurrection, and ascension. Christians came to understand the meaning of Pentecost in terms of the
gift of the spirit. The Pentecost event was the
fulfillment of a promise which Jesus gave concerning the return of the Holy Spirit. The speaking in tongues, which was a major effect of having received a spirit, is interpreted by some to
symbolize the church’s worldwide preaching. In
the Christian tradition it emphasizes that the
church is understood as the body of Christ
which is drawn together and given life by the
Holy Spirit. Some understand Pentecost to be
the origin and sending out of the church into the
world. The day of Pentecost is one of the seven
principle feasts of the church year in the Episcopal Church. The day of Pentecost is identified
by the Book of Common Prayer as one of the
feasts that is especially appropriate for baptism.
The liturgical color for the feast is red. Pentecost
has also been known as Whitsunday, a corruption of “white Sunday.” This term reflects the
custom by which those who were baptized at the
vigil of Pentecost would wear their white garments to church on the day of Pentecost.

Ms Solveigh Barney is graduating from St.
Mary’s Central High School and will be attending Macalester College in St. Paul, Minnesota in the fall. Congratulations Solveigh
on behalf of your St George’s families and
friends! .—Canon Hal 

On this day during our Liturgy of Holy Eucharist at St George’s, you are invited to first: pray
the Lord’s Prayer in any language (other than
English) you choose. Then, we will all pray the
Lord’s Prayer together, this time in English.—
Canon Hal 

A Graduation Collect
Precious Father, we especially pray for our
teenagers and young adults at this time of
school graduations; where they are lost, find
them: when they are afraid, bring them
comfort and love; and where they are confused, show them your will. Protect them,
Father, and be with parents as they ride the
roller coaster of these years with their children. May they have the courage, the
strength, the wisdom through your Holy
Spirit to help guide them and in many cases
just to hold on, and to be there as their children take on adult responsibilities in a chaotic world. We now place them under your
loving wings. AMEN.
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Wedding & Community Need

Spotlight

More Positive News!

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR CONFIRMANDS

Adla Britton, daughter of Andrea
Stomberg and Bruce Britton, was
married to Ryan Walstrom in St. Paul,
on April 24, 2020. Congratulations!

Aeriana Haggin is 16 years old and attends
Legacy High School. She is a member of the
National Honor Society. Family activities
take up a lot of her time. Her mom’s women’s
college basketball team has won their conference championship so she has recently been
seeing A LOT of basketball! She has an 8
year old sister named Kyen.
Aeriana has started serving as an acolyte and
finds it is not as scary as she thought it might
be. (She did a wonderful job at our Ash
Wednesday service.) Thanks for helping
with our services, Aeriana! - Jane White

COMMUNITY NEED
- by Jane White
The Bismarck Public School social workers, as well as
those working with Trinity Lutheran Church’s AdoptA-Block program have identified an urgent need for
diapers (all sizes), baby wipes, and feminine hygiene
products.
If you are willing to buy some of these items, they
should be dropped off at the following locations:


Century Baptist Church (205 Colt Dr)
M/TH 11 am - 1 pm
 Evangel (3225 N 14th St)
W 12 pm - 1 pm
 J&R Vacuum (223 E Main Ave)
M-F 9 am - 6 pm
(Drop off at unloading dock on south
side, and call 2585619 at time of delivery)

Photo: Tom Tudor
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Vestry Update
March and April 2020

Vestry Meeting Highlights
March 10th
At this regular Vestry meeting, the list of parish ministries which was prepared at the Vestry Retreat in February. At
the meeting on March 10th, individual Vestry members volunteered to act as a liaison with several of these ministries
and the Vestry. This will give the parishioners involved with these ministries a contact point with the Vestry. There
are still several ministries without a liaison, and this will be addressed at future meetings.
A revised Building Use Policy was discussed and will be reviewed again at a future meeting after suggested changes
have been made to the policy.
Beth Lipp and Tom Tudor were added to the list of authorizes signatories for the checking account.
Vestry Members were advised that they are required to complete the Safe Church training program.

March 17th
This special meeting was held to review and discuss action taken by the Diocesan Standing Committee on March 16th
concerning directives to the parishes in response to the corona virus. Congregations were directed to suspend public
worship and to prohibit group us and gatherings in the church buildings.
St. George’s Vestry agree to follow this directive, and Vestry members agree to contact parishioners to advise them of
this action.

March 31st
Another special Vestry meeting was held on March 31st to discuss how to conduct services until the Church reopens
to public worship and how best to conduct services on Palm Sunday and during Holy Week. The Vestry agreed that
one service would be held on Palm Sunday and one on Easter Sunday, both at 10 a.m. each of those days.
It was agreed that acolytes would be asked to distribute palms on the Saturday before Palm Sunday between 12 noon
and 2 p.m.at the Church to parishioners stopping by in their cars.
A preliminary report was presented and discussed concerning progress on different alternatives for George House.

April 14th
A regular Vestry meeting was held on April 14th.
The Outreach Committee distributed its budgeted dollars to Ministry on the Margins, Hope Manor, and Heavenly
Helpers Soup Café. A distribution was also made to the United Way with moneys from a grant to the Church that was
not able to be distributed because of the corona virus.

Vestry Members were reminded to contact the ministry groups for which they are serving as the contact person for the
Vestry.
The Building Use Policy was approved as presented to the Vestry.
Information concerning digital giving platforms (online donations and other financial options) was presented and discussed. Action will be taken at a future meeting.
The proceeds of donations received at the Band Day Parade ($152) were allocated to the Outreach Committee.
A further preliminary report on progress with options for George House was presented.
- Tom Tudor, Senior Warden
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Stewardship
Stewardship Question of the Month
Q. What is the average cost to heat / cool the church for one day?
A. Thirty ($30) dollars will heat/cool the church for one day.

March 2020 Financials
We are so grateful for your continued support of the work at St. George’s!
YTD Income
YTD Income
YTD Expense
YTD Inc – Exp

$29,882 (Giving)
$ 5,000 (Foundation Assistance)
$12,145 (Diocesan Salary Transfer)
$47,027
$46,911.
$ 116.

- Treasurer Beth Lipp

Digital Team
Fellow St. Georgians,
We hope you have been finding connection to your faith through the live streaming of our worship services in this time when we can't be together. As we look forward to the future, the St. George’s Digital
Team (SGDT) is looking at making live streaming a permanent part of the ministry of St. George's, with
approval from our Vestry. This would allow those who can't join us in person for any reason to be able to
join virtually in the worship of Our Lord Jesus Christ.
We are sensitive to the character of our beautiful church building so one thing you will not see is a large
control booth or large video cameras like you see in some of the newer, less traditional churches. This
does not mean that all of the equipment necessary will be invisible but we will take care to ensure that it is
as unobtrusive as possible. We are aware that St. George's is in the process of being listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. We have received assurances from a historian with over 40 years of experience that the installation of a camera system will not jeopardize that application or standing on the Registry.

We know that many of you have been appreciative of the fact that we've been able to offer this service as
we must remain physically apart. In order to help us understand how you have been using the Live
Streaming service and help us to improve what we are doing, we plan to send out a survey in the near future. Your honest and critical response to this survey would be
very informative.
Grace and Peace,

Ted, Dionne, Shawn, & Jody
St. George's Digital Team (SGDT)
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Episcopal Youth Event
Recently I was fortunate enough to travel to Atlanta,
Georgia to meet up with seventeen other Episcopalian
high school students from a variety of places. I am one
of the many enthused members of the 2020 Episcopal
Youth planning team. This was our second meeting in
planning the Episcopal Youth Event that is going to be
in July of this year in Washington D.C. at the University of Maryland. I was excited to meet up with such incredible youths once again for a weekend of both diligent work and a great amount of laughter and fun.

I had never been to Atlanta before this trip. When I
arrived, it was a breath of fresh air in being somewhere
so warm in comparison to the frigidness of North Dakota. The other teens and I greeted each other with familiarity and enthusiasm. The first day was casual; we
played cards and even hide-n-go-seek in the courtyard.
However, it was time to get down to business for the
weekend to come.
The next day, we left our hotel to go out and see the
city of Atlanta. The adults took us on a tour of three
historically black colleges: Morehouse College, Spelman College, and Clark University. It was interesting
to hear about the history of these institutions and their
efforts to promote racial justice. I learned that Martin
Luther King Jr. attended Morehouse College when he
was only fifteen years old! We also received a talk
from the Dr. Catherine Meeks who is the Executive
Director of the Absalom Jones Center for Racial Healing. She was truly inspiring in her words that racism

still needs healing and time to do so. It is through our
effort to no longer view the world as black and white,
but to view all with dignity and acceptance.
For the rest of the weekend, we split up into our three
teams: the program team, the welcoming team, and the
worship team. The program team plans who will be
speaking as the keynote and workshop presenters. The
welcoming team is in charge of welcoming, of course,
and designing the souvenirs that the attendants will take
home with them. The worship team oversees designing
the service and inviting preachers and presiders. I am
part of the worship team. We produced an outline for
what we want the event to look like and right now, I
can say, it will be pretty amazing. I am really excited to
see our planning become a reality.
All the information about the event itself is pretty disclosed at this moment. Naturally, we want it to be a
surprised to all who attend. However, we have announced our theme which is “Unite”. We decided on
this theme because the Episcopal Church is a place of
unity where all are welcomed no matter what background they come from. The Episcopal Youth Event
serves as a moment of such great unity with individuals
from across the world coming together all in the name
of Christ.
I am really excited to experience such an extraordinary
event. Without St. George’s, I would not have been
blessed with such an opportunity. Therefore, I thank all
the parishioners at St. George’s for helping me along
my faith journey and evoking a passion in being an
Episcopalian.
NOTE: Due to Covid-19, EYE postponed until a future
date.- Solveigh Barney
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Vestry 2020

So far in 2020
ANNUAL MEETING - JANUARY 2020
St. George’s held our Annual Meeting on January 26,
2020. New vestry, and other members were elected.

Vestry Members
Senior Warden
tstudor@bis.midco.net

Tom Tudor
701-258-1756

Past Senior Warden
kayak121@hotmail.com

Jane White
701-471-2660

Junior Warden
rst3722@gmail.com

Rusty Towne
701-226-3395

Foundation Co-Treasurers
joytell@bis.midco.net
rtell50@gmail.com
Parish Treasurer
blipp@bis.midco.net
Clerk

Canon Hal Weidman, and outgoing Senior Warden
Jane White. Photo: Dionne Nelson

Joyce & Ron Tello
701-226-8220
Beth Lipp
701-426-7583
Vacant

Vestry Member
bronco23bravo@hotmail.com

Justin Berger
701-290-4599

Vestry Member
jgendron12@hotmail.com

Josh Gendron
701-426-0473

Vestry Member
mandkhanlon@bis.midco.net

Mark Hanlon
701-319-9350

Vestry Member
kdhender22@yahoo.com

Mary Henderson
701-220-8789

Vestry Member
andrea.stomberg@yahoo.com

Andrea Stomberg
701-258-1657

Vestry Member
amy.juhala@icloud.com

Amy Juhala
701-400-6713

Canon Hal Weidman (center) presents gifts of appreciation to outgoing Senior Warden Jane White (left),
and Foundation Treasurer Steve Tillotson (right).
THANK YOU for your service to St. George’s!
Photo: Dionne Nelson
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So far in 2020... continued
Local Girl Scout Troop
83020, led by Meghan Zillier,
made dog beds for pets in
need at Furry Friends Rockin’
Rescue! THANK YOU girls,
and everyone who volunteered to help! Also a special
thank you to Zimmerman’s
Furniture for providing the
fabrics. January 2020
Photos: Shirel Zillier

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER ... Continued on Page 11

Photo: Tom Tudor
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St. George’s held their annual Shrove
Tuesday Pancake Supper on February 25,
2020. Our hard working and dedicated
volunteers decorated with the popular
Mardi Gras theme, accompanied with fun
music and great food. A great time was
had by all, and we served approximately 75
people.

Cooks hard at work in the kitchen. Photo: Tom Tudor

Canon Hal enjoying the festivities.
Photo: Shawn Nelson

Canon Hal really enjoying the festivities!
Photo: Shawn Nelson

Amy Juhala deciding on supper choices.
Photo: Tom Tudor
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Café du Monde
with Traci & Amy Juhala.
Along with Linda Juhala, the
café has proven to be a big hit
on Shrove Tuesday!
Photo: Tom Tudor

Servers
Servers are ready to help
visitors enjoy a plateful of
Shrove Tuesday supper
dishes.
Photo: Tom Tudor

Diocesan Discernment Task Force (DDTF) Visit
Fr. Bart Davis and Carmine
Goodhouse with the DDTF
visited St. George’s on March
1, 2020. As the Diocese is
currently in a transition period,
the DDTF asked questions and
listened to the congregation’s
concerns and ideas for the future of the Diocese of ND. A
decision about the future of the
Diocese of ND is expected to
be made at the Diocesan Convention in Bismarck in October 2020.

Photos: Shawn Nelson
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Covid-19 Pandemic
Unfortunately, in mid March, the church building needed to be closed to all services and events due to the Covid-19/
Coronavirus pandemic. The following is a letter from Canon Hal Weidman, which was emailed to all the congregation.
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Covid-19 Pandemic
Letter... Page 2
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Covid-19 Pandemic
Letter... Page 3
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Contact Information
The church office is closed until further notice due
to Covid-19. If you have a pastoral emergency, or
just wish to chat, please call Canon Hal Weidman
at 605-390-3570.
Pray, take care, and stay well.

Accessing Worship Live Steams
How to access St. George’s
live stream worship services:
Facebook
1) Open a browser (Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer, etc.).
2) Type “facebook.com/
St.Georges.Episcopal.Bismarck” and
press Enter. Don’t type quotes.
3) Just scroll down on the Home page, and
the video should appear. Note there will
be a banner at the bottom of the screen if
you are not logged in. As soon as you
log in, the banner will disappear.
4) If you are not logged in, you will be able
to watch the live stream only. If you are
logged into your account, you will be
able to comment and react to the video.

St. George’s website

ALL SERVICES ARE LIVE STREAMED
AT ST. GEORGE’S WEBSITE, AND OUR
FACEBOOK PAGE:
https://www.facebook.com/
St.Georges.Episcopal.Bismarck/
https://stgeorges-bismarck.org/

1) Open a browser (Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer, etc.).
2) Type “stgeorges-bismarck.org” and press
Enter. Don’t enter the quotes.
3) The St. George’s website will appear, and
the video will automatically play at the
service start time!
If you have any feedback, the St. George’s
Digital Team (SGDT) welcomes it. This is a
learning process, and we hope we are continually improving the live stream videos for
you, our church family.
Please send feedback to Dionne at
stgeorges@stgeorges-bismarck.org and I will
share it with the team.
Thank you!

Ted, Dionne, Shawn, & Jody
St. George’s Digital Team
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To All Who Serve...
A heartfelt THANK YOU to all of the following
for their help and service to the church! - Jody,
Dionne & Tom
Acolytes

Tom Tudor
Solveigh Barney
Hannah Gendron
Keanna Maxon
Jody Simmons
Patrisha Schumacher
Nathaniel Schumacher
Ian Combs

Lectors
Tom Tudor
Jane White
Colette Randolph
Solveigh Barney
Kate Hanlon
Jacinda Simmons
Keith Henderson
Justin Berger
Abby Tillotson
Hannah
Gendron
Darlene Anagnost

Amy Juhala
Joanne Lassiter
Jody Simmons
Claudia Schoelkopf
Anne Reynolds
Carol Kitko
Mark Lehr
Liv Berger

Ushers
Jackie Napper
Shirel Zillier
Hopkins Family
Jody & Jaciinda Simmons
Tom & Sharon Tudor
Jan Beck
Mary Schuler
Tom & Sherrie Hopkins
Matt & Kristin Koch

Altar Guild

Melissa Schoellkopf
Claudia Schoellkopf
Jacinda Simmons
Sandy Johnson
Sharon Tudor
Tammy Enockson
Janae Pinks

Choir & Music
Ministry
EMs
Tom Tudor
Jane White
Colette Randolph
Solveigh Barney

Amy Juhala
Joanne Lassiter
Jody Simmons

Traci Juhala
Beth Lipp
Anne Reynolds
Claudia Schoellkopf
Shawn Nelson
Arlene Gray
David Sorenson
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